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Eight jurors were selected 
Wednesday for the murder trial of 
John C. Sigler, 21, Route 3, 

ngman. Jury selection continues 
today in ontgomery County 
Courthouse, Crawfordsville. 

Parke County Clerk Dolores 
Sparks said four men and four 
women were selected from the 29 
prospective jurors called Wednes- 
ay. She said when the 12-member 
jury is completed and the trial 

gins, jurors will travel daily to 
Parke County Courthouse in 

ille to hear testimony and 
determine the guilt or innocence of 
Sigler. z 
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Sigler is charged with murder 
and conspiracy to commit murder 
in connection with the death of 
Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker, who 
was found shot to death last year 
in a hog lot near Lodi. He is 
accused of actually pulling the 
trigger on the weapon used to kill 
Stonebraker, according to Parke 
County Prosecutor James O. Han- 


ner. : 

Sigler allegedly agreed to take 
part in a murder-for-hire scheme 
plotted by his cousin, convicted 
murderer Loretta N. Stonebraker, 
the victim’s widow. 
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ROCKVILLE — John.C. Sigler’s 
murder trial is scheduled to begin 
at 9 a.m. Monday in Parke Circuit 
Court, with Judge Earl Dowd 
presiding. 

Jury selection, which began 
Wednesday in Nm Circuit 
Court, ended Thursday. The jurors 
— seven women, five men and one 
male alternate — will commute to 
Rockville daily to hear testimony. 

Sigler, 21, is a former Turkey 
‚Run School Corp. special-education 
student. He is charged with 
murder and conspiracy to commit 
murder in a murder-for-hire 
scheme that resulted in the death 
of Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker. 
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cousin, *donvicted murderer Loretta 
N. Stonebraker, to kill her 
husband. 


Stonebraker’s body was dis- 


covered in a rural Parke County 
hog lot Feb. 25, 1984. He had been 
shot in the back of the head. 
Prosecutor James O. Hanner 
said he believes Sigler shot 
Stonebraker with a .22-caliber rifle 
which was later damaged so 
ballistics tests would be in- 
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conclusive. The rifle, which has 


been identified as belonging to 
Sigler, is expected to be a part of 
the state’s evidence. 


SO UC 


pe 
i 


Community Affa 


4 


By Patricia Pastore oe 
Tribune-Star Correspondent”). 
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ROCKVILLE — Testimorg,, 
begins here Monday in the murder“; 


trial of a former Turkey Run School 
Corp. special education student 
accused of murdering his cousin’s 
husband for $1,500. 
The trial started Wednesday in a 
Crawfordsville court where a 12- 
member jury and one alternate 
juror were selected. The jury is to 
travel daily to Parke Circuit Court 
to hear testimony and determine 
the guilt’ or innocence of John C. 
Sigler, 21. 
~~ Sigler, Route 3, Kingman, is 
charged with murder and con- 
spiracy to commit murder in con- 
nection with the death of Marion L. 
“Red” Stonebraker, who was found 
shot to death in February 1984 in 
a hog lot near Lodi. He is alleged 
to be the gunman who was 
employed by convicted murderer 
Loretta N. Stonebraker to murder 
her husband. 
Helen “Big Helen” Williams, who 
admitted she was a friend of both 
Sigler and Mrs. Stonebraker, is 
also charged as a co-conspirator. 
She turned state’s evidence, becom- 
ing the star witness against Mrs. 
Stonebraker. Williams also will 
also testify against Sigler. 
__.Both Sigler and_Williams are in 
custody of the Parke County Jail. 
Williams faces charges of murder 
and aiding, inducing and causing 
murder. 
Authorities first suspected 
suicide after Stonebraker’s body 
was discovered Feb. 25, 1984. But 
suspicions of homicide arose on 
March 9, 1984. when autopsy 
results showed powder burns on 
the victim’s scalp, suggesting a gun 
barrel had been close to his head. 
On March 12, 1984, law-enforce- 
ment officials set up a command 
post in Cayuga where they learned 
of an alleged murder-for-hire 
scheme to kill Stonebraker. Detec- 
tive Sgt. John Britton, Parke 
ae Sheriffs Department, said 
the alleged hit man “advised us 
hat someone tried to hire him.” 

On Sept. 8, Sigler was arrested 
at his parents’ home in Kingman; 
Mrs. Stonebraker was picked up at 
a Cayuga pool hall and Williams 
waited quietly at her home until 
Cayuga Town Marshal Jerry Weir 
came for her. He turned her in to 
the Parke County sheriff. 

‘On Sept. 10, Sheriff Mike Esl- 


Jurors ready — 
for testimony 


ts alleged that the murder 
motive was for collecting insurance 
death benefits. He said Mrs. 
Stonebraker had collected more 
than $70,000 in insurance money. 

Williams said she received 
$2,500 from Mrs. Stonebraker, who 
kad collected some of her husband’s 
insurance death benefits. Williams 
added she gave $1,000 of the 
$2,500 to Sigler. 

During Mrs. Stonebraker’s trial, 
Williams said she and Sigler 
plotted with Mrs. Stonebraker and 
agreed to kill her husband before 
they enticed Red to the hog lot 
where Sigler shot him. 

She said Sigler was carrying a 
.22-caliber rifle with him when the 
two men got out of the car at the 
murder scene. Red thought they 
were there to steal a pig, she added. 

Only Sigler, who was still carry- 
ing his gun, met her when she 
returned to the hog lot 20 minutes. 
later, she said. 

Dan Clevenger, an Indiana State 
Police investigator, said the 
pathology report indicated 
Stonebraker was killed with a 
small-caliber bullet which entered 
the back of Stonebraker’s head. 
The bullet fragmented and a piece 
of lead exited through his nose. 

Clevenger said three attempts 
were made to get Sigler’s rifle, 
which is believed to be the murder 
|) nn 

e prosecutor said the weapon 
had been damaged so badly that 
ballistics tests were inconclusive. 

Defense attorney Robert Alden, 
Indianapolis, said he expected the 
trial to continue for 10 days. He has 
listed 60 potential witnesses he 

y call to testify. The prosecutor’s 
witness list consists of 30 persons. 

Witnesses who are expected to 
testify this week include, Williams, 
Rockville physician Peggy Sankey, 
who is a pathologist; correctional 
officer Rhea Billingsley; Elsie 
Sigler, who is Sigler’s mother and 
also: Mrs. Stonebraker’s aunt; 
Missy Keller, Sigler’s sister and a 
cousin of Mrs. Stonebraker’s, and 
Sue Kinderman, Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s daughter. è 

The jury selected from 
Montgomery County for Sigler’s 
trial consists of seven women, five 
men and one male alternate. On 
March 1, his cousin, Mrs. 
Stonebraker, was found guilty of 
murder by a Putnam County jury 
with an identical pattern of seven 


women, five men and a gue 
alternate. W 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Helen “Big 
Helen” Williams agreed to her role 
in Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker’s 
murder after John C. Sigler 
promised to be the hit man, 

illiams said in a Parke County 
Courtroom on Wednesday. 

Sigler, 21, Kingman, is on trial 
for murder in the same courtroom 
where his cousin, Loretta N. 
Stonebraker, was convicted March 
1 of having her husband murdered 
so she could collect his insurance 
death benefits. 

Mrs. Stonebraker had difficulty 
finding someone to kill her 
husband. Other persons were of- 
fered the job but refused to do it. 
Defense attorney Robert Alden 
asked Williams if Loretta had ever 
asked anyone else to kill her 
husband. Williams testified Loret- 
ta had asked Janet Turner, who is 
Mrs. Stonebraker’s former sister- 
in-law, to kill Red Stonebraker. 
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JOHN C. SIGLER — 
He pulled trigger: Witness 


“That’s the only one.I can say. The 
rest would just be hearsay,” 
Williams said. 

Stonebraker was found shot to 
death Feb. 25, 1984 in a rural 
_Parke County hog lot. 
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Williams said she had conversa- 
tions with Mrs. Stonebraker on 
several occasions about “doing 
away” with her husband. In 
January 1984, after repeatedly 
refusing to kill “Red,” Mrs. 
Stonebraker asked her to get Sigler 
to help her. 

“John said he would do the 
killing,” Williams told the jury. She 
said Loretta wanted them to kill 
Red with an ice pick but a gun was 
brought into the picture when 
“Red” was told to go with them to 
steal a pig. “Loretta planned it,” 
she added. : 

She said Mrs. Stonebraker 
promised to pay them $3,000 after 
she had collected her husband’s 
insurance death benefits. 

After “Red” was killed Loretta 
paid them off on an installment 
plan and Williams would pass on 

igler’s share to him, she said. 


_ Williams said a final payment of 


$1,700 was paid to her by Mrs. 


i Stonebraker on July 9, 1984. She 


said it was all in $50s and that she 


gave Sigler $750 from that pay- 


- ment. 
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By Pa rA RLA ie / 


Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — The bullet 
which killed Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker could have been fired 
from John C. Sigler’s .22-caliber 
bolt-actıon Hamilton rifle, a state 
polica ballistics SIEDERE told a Parke 

ounty jury Thursday. 

Sigler, on trial for murder, is the 
cousin of convicted murderer Loret- 
ta N. Stonebraker, who allegedly 
paid him and Helen “Big Helen” 
Williams $3,000 to murder her 
husband. He is charged with 
murder and conspiracy to commit 
murder. 

Stonebraker was found shot to 
death Feb. 24, 1984 in a hog lot 
near Lodi. 

A large bullet fragment removed 
from Stonebraker’s brain has 
characteristics common to bullets 
fired from rifles like the one owned 
by Sigler, James A. Berley, Indiana 
State Police firearms examiner 
said. Police could not positively 
any that the bullet was fired 
from the weapon, but Berley said 
he “saw nothing to indicate that 
the gun could not have fired the 
bullet” which killed Stonebraker. 

Sigler wanted the weapon 
destroyed and asked two persons to 

‘help him mutilate it, according to 
testimony. 

Jerry Lamb, formerly of Tangier, 
said that after a state police 

investigator went to Sigler’s home 
in July 1984 to get the gun, Sigler 


DO 


5 1905. 


C 


È) asked Lamb to remove the firing 
pin from the rifle which — at that 
time — was not damaged. 

Sigler later told Lamb that he 
hammered a piece off of the bolt 
and took a chainsaw file to the 
barrel of the weapon, Lamb said. 

Leroy Hutts, who runs a fix-it 
shop in Tangier, said Sigler 
brought the rifle to his shop in 1983 
to have a new stock put on it. Hutts 
said he had worked on Sigler’s rifle 
three times. 

Hutts said the gun was in 
Sigler’s possession when 
Stonebraker was killed. Sigler 
later returned to the shop with the 
gun and wanted it taken apart, 
Hutts said. Both Lamb and Hutts 
testified that Sigler told them and 
other persons that he had killed 
Red Stonebraker. Lamb said Sigler 
had been drinking at a party and 
started telling everybody that he 
had shot Red. Lamb said, “He 
[Sigler] said, ‘I know you know I 
shot him’ and he threatened to 
shoot me [Lamb].” 

Williams testified Tuesday that 
in July she received 34 $50 bills 
from Mrs. Stonebraker as a partial 
payor for murdering her husband. 

illiams said she gave Sigler 15 of 
the $50s for his share. 

Lamb said that Sigler gave his 
girlfriend, Rita Crowder, two $50 
bills in July and gave Lamb three 
of $50s. Sigler had eight or more of 
them in his billfold, he said. 

Lamb is expected to be cross- 
examined by defense attorney 
Robert Alden at 9 a.m. today. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 
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ROCKVILLE — A former 


girlfriend of John C. Sigler’s said 
Friday that Sigler was intoxicated 


when he told her and a drinking 


companion that he had killed 
Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker last 
spring. 


Meanwhile, the alleged murder 


weapon — a .22-caliber bolt-action 
rifle owned by Sigler — was in 


operating condition after 
Stonebraker’s death, a hunting 


companion of Sigler’s told a Parke 
County jury Friday. 

Sigler, on trial for murder, is 
accused of plotting with his cousin, 
convicted murderer, Loretta N. 


Stonebraker, and Helen “Big 


Helen” Williams in a murder-for- 
hire scheme which resulted in 
Stonebraker’s death last year. He 
is charged with murder and con- 
spiracy to commit murder. 

Stonebraker’s body was found 
Feb. 25, 1984, in a rural Parke 
County hog lot. He had been shot 
in the back of the head. 

Richard Lindley, Cayuga, 


testified that when he, and Sigler, „ 


JOHN C. SIGLER— 
Evidence mounting 
were hunting, after Stonebraker 
was murdered, the rifle stili 
worked. But the shell-casing ejec- 
tor didn’t work well and Sigler had 


to dig out the casing with his 
pockat knife. 


a 


The gun now has no firing pin 
and the casing ejector is missing. 
Three witnesses testified earlier 
that the gun was not damaged 
until after Stonebraker was killed 
and that Sigler had the gun in his 
possession before the murder oc- 
curred. 

Rita Crowder, who claimed to be 
Sigler’s former girlfriend, said, “In 
the spring [1984] he [Sigler] told 
me he shot Red in the head.” Sigler 
had threatened her once when he 
was angry and she called the Parke 
County Sheriff’s Department 
because she was afraid of him, she 
said. 

Jerry Lamb also testified that 
Sigler told him he had killed 
Stonebraker. Lamb said that Sigler 
later threatened to shoot him 
because he knew about the murder. 
Sigler was drinking at the time, 
Lamb said. 

Defense Attorney Robert Alden 
asked Crowder why she continued 
to have a relationship with Sigler 
if she was afraid of him. She said 
she tried to get rid of him by dating 
other men but “he kept coming 
back.” 

Testimony is scheduled to re- 
sume at 9 a.m. Monday in Par!- 
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Due to an editing error, it was 
reported in Friday’s Tribune- 
Star that Leroy Hutts repaira 
a gun owned by, C 
who is on trial for the murder 5t 
Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker, 
three times before Stonebraker 
was shot to death. Although 
Sigler took the gun to the shop 
three times for repairs on the 
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stock, Hutts never repaired it, 
according to testimony in Parke 
Circuit Court on Thursday. 
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By Patricia Pastore % 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — The trial, of a 
Parke County man accused of 
murdering his cousin’s husband for 
$1,500 is expected to continue until 
Thursday or Friday in Parke 
Circuit Court. 

John C. Sigler, 21, Kingman, is 
accused of being the hit-man who 
killed Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker 
Feb. 24, 1984, in a hog lot near 
Lodi. He is charged with murder 
and conspiracy to commit murder. 

Sigler became involved in a 
murder-for-hire scheme with con- 
victed murderer Loretta N. 
Stonebraker, whose lesbian lover, 
Helen “Big Helen” Williams, re- 
fused to kill Stonebraker, Williams 
said Tuesday. She said Sigler 
agreed to do “the killing” and 
Loretta “planned it.” 

Williams, the state’s star wit- 


Ts MAR 17 198 
ness, said Sigler was carrying a 
.22-caliber rifle when he and Red 
Stonebraker went to the hog lot. 
She said she left the men and when 
she returned 15-to-20 minutes 
later only Sigler came back to the 
car. Stonebraker was murdered in 
a hog lot because his wife believed 
the pigs would devour his body, 
according Big Helen’s testimony 
last week. 

Mrs. Stonebraker promised 
Helen, who can neither read nor 
write, that she would provide here 
a home if she would help do away 
with her husband, Williams said. 
Williams added that her emotional 
and sexual involvement with Mrs. 
Stonebraker, not money, caused 
her to participate in Stonebraker’s 
murder. 

Williams, in response to Deputy 
Prosecutor Clelland Hanner’s ques- 
tion about why she participated in 
the murder, said, “Cause I fell in 
love with her Mrs. Stonebraker.” 
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Charges of murder and aiding, 
inducing and causing murder are 
pending against Williams in Parke 
Circuit Court. 

The prosecution contends a .22 
bolt-action Hamilton rifle owned by 
Sigler is the murder weapon. The 
gun will not fire properly in it’s 
present mutilated condition: James 
A. Berely, an Indiana State Police 
fire arms examiner, said he could 
not positively identify the rifle as 
the murder weapon. But he added 
that nothing indicated the gun 
could not have been used to kill 
Stonebraker. ~ 

The prosecution called 20 of 30 
possible witnesses to the stand in 
the trial that began March 6. It is 
expected to conclude its case 
against Sigler on Monday. 

Defense attorney Robert Alden 
has listed 60 witnesses he may call 
to testify. He will neither confirm 
or deny that Sigler will take the 
witness stand in his own defense. 


‘By Patricia 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — John C. Sigler 
denied he owned the .22-caliber 
Hamilton rifle believed to be the 
weapon used to kill Marion L. 
“Red” Stonebraker, Indiana State 
Police investigator Dan Clevenger 
said in Parke Circuit Court on 
Monday. 

Sigler gave law-enforcement of- 
ficials a .22-caliber rifle in March 
1984 and told them he had no other 
puns, Clevenger said. He said they 
ater learned from Leroy Hutts, 
who had the gun in his fix-it shop 
to repair its stock, that Sigler had 
another .22-caliber weapon. 
Anonymous phone calls received by 
the Parke County Sheriffs Depart- 
ment tipped them that Sigler 
owned an additional small .22- 
caliber rifle, he added. 

The ISP investigator said Hutts 
advised him that Sigler had the 
gun. He said on Aug. 7, 1984, he 
went to Sigler’s residence, where 
he got the gun. The weapon is now 
in evidence as the murder weapon. 

Sigler, on trial for murder, is 
alleged to be the hit man who 
plotted with his cousin, Loretta N. 
Stonebraker, and Helen “Big 
Helen” Williams to murder 
Stonebraker. Sigler is charged with 
murder and conspiracy to commit 
murder. 

Stonebraker was discovered shot 
to death in a hog lot near Lodi last 


year. 

Last week Williams testified that 
she and Sigler parked his car at 
Sue Kinderman’s home in 
Vermillion Acres and drove around 
in Stonebraker’s truck before they 
changed vehicles again and went to 
the hog lot. Tom Turner, Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s brother who is also 
Sigler’s cousin, said he was at the 
Kinderman residence. He said 
Sigler’s vehicle was not parked 
there the night Stonebraker was 
murdered. 

Testimony from defense wit- 
nesses will continue today when 
court resumes at 9 a.m. 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — John C. 
Sigler denied he had killed anyone 
* had been hired to murder 
Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker. 
igler, 21, Kingman, is charged 
with murder and conspiracy to 
commit murder. He allegedly 
plotted with his cousin, convicted 
murderer Loretta N. Stonebraker, 
and her lover, Helen “Big Helen” 
Williams, to murder Stonebraker 
for $1,500, which he was to receive 
after Stonebraker had collected her 
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Sigler denies 


Ol. 
husband’s insurance death 
benefits. 

Stonebraker was found Feb. 25, 
1984, in a hog lot near Lodi. He had 
been shot in the back of the head. 

Sigler, testifying in his own 
defense Tuesday, admitted he and 
Williams were drinking buddies 
and used drugs, including acid and 
speed. They were together the 
evening the murder occurred, but 
thoj did not meet Red Stonebraker 
and go to the hog lot, he said. 

They went to Danville, Ill., to buy 
a bag of marijuana, but the dope 
dealers were not home and they 
returned to Stonebraker’s home 
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2% hours later without the pot, 
Sigler said. 

Last week, Williams told the jury 
that both she and Sigler made up 
the story about going to buy 
marijuana because they didnt 
want Se to know they were 
going to kill Stonebraker. She said 
she lied in March 1984, when she 
told poles they had gone to 
Danville. 


Dan Clevenger, ISP investigator, 
said he suspected Sigler and 
Williams were lying last Bering 
because, when interviewe 
separately, each described taking 
different routes to Danville. He 
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also said Sigler denied having the 
gun which is alleged to be the 
murder weapon. 

Sigler told the jury he forgot 
about the gun when pong ques- 
tioned him. He said the gun was 
not in working condition and “it 
wouldn’t fire.” 

Jim Pruitt and John “Buddah” 
Powell, friends of Sigler, testified 
earlier they had hunted with Sigler 
and his gun misfired. Pruitt said 
when the weapon went off, a 
pocketknife was used to remove the 
spent cartridge from.the chamber. 
In December 1983 the would 
not fire and Sigler put the rifle on 


Red Stonebraker’s death f 


a shelf and didn’t use it again, he | 


said. i 

Richard Lindley said last week 
that he had hunted with Sigler 
during that same time period and 
the gun had fired. } 

Defense attorney John Alden 
said, the defense witnesses will 
conclude their testimony today. 
Both the prosequuoy and the 
defense will have an opportunity to 
call rebuttal witnesses. 

The trial is expected to go to the 
jury Thursday. 

Testimony is scheduled to re- 
sume in Parke Circuit Court at | 
a.m. today. ` 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — John C. Sigler’s 
murder trial is expected to go to the 
jury about 1 p.m. today in Parke 
Circuit Court. 

Sigler is charged with murder 
and conspiracy to commit murder 
as the hit man in a murder-for-hire 


scheme to kill Marion _L._-Red” 


Stonebraker. - 
s ontgomery County jury of ‚Communit, 


seven women and five men will 
determine the guilt or innocence of 
Sigler, 21, who formerly mud 
wrestled for fund-raising benefits 
at the Vermillion County Fair. 

Stonebraker was discovered shot 
to death Feb. 25, 1984, in a hog lot 
near Lodi. 

Sigler is accused of being hired oe) Tan: 
by his cousin, convicted murderer ; Vigo 
Loretta N. Stonebraker, to kill her 
husband. 

Charges of murder and aiding, 
inducing and causing murder are 
pending in Parke Circuit Court 
against Helen “Big Helen” 

Williams in connection with the 

incident. After her arrest in DO 
September, Williams turned state’s 

evidence. She was the prosecution’s 

star witness at both Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s and Sigler’s trials. 

Mrs. Stonebraker set up the hog 
lot as the murder site, hoping the 
pigs would eat her husband’s body, » 
and she later paid Williams and 
Sigler for their roles in 
Stonebraker’s murder, Williams 


said. 

Conflicting testimony caused 
Prosecutor James O. Hanner to call 
three persons for rebuttal Wednes- 


we \ 

illiams said that after she had 
iven a signed confession to Parke 
ounty Sheriff Mike Eslinger, 

Sigler's cousin, Dorsita Morrison, 

visited Williams in jail and asked 

her to change her statement. 

Elsie Sigler, the defendant’s 
mother, denied sending Morrison 
to the jail to get Williams to alter 
her confession. 

Jan Bush, a friend of Williams, 
said Wednesday that both she and 
Morrison were visiting Williams at 
the jail. Morrison tried to get 
Williams to change her statement 
during that visit, she said. i 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


ROCKVILLE — Jahn C. Sigler 
was found guilty of of murder by 
a Parke County jury which de- 
liberated 7 hours Thursday. 

The 21-year-old Parke County 
man could be sentenced to 60 years 
in prison — 30 years for each of two 
guilty verdicts, Parke Circuit 
Judge Earl Dowd said Thursday. 

Sigler was found guilty of 
murdering Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker and of conspiring with 
his cousin, convicted murderer 
Loretta N. Stonebraker, to kill her 
husband. 

Members of Sigler’s family burst 
into tears and moaned, “Oh, God. 
Oh, God,” after the verdict was 
announced about 10:15 p.m. 

Sigler’s mother, Elsie Sigler, 
said, “Helen Williams was de- 
finitely covering up for somebody 
else. Now that my son has been 


found guilty, the investigation is 
closed and the real murderer is 
going free.” 

Jury foreman Sally L. Gregg 
refused comment, as did the other 
11 jurors. Each juror was escorted 
to his or her vehicle by a deputy 
sheriff late Thursday night. 

Defense attorny Róbert Alden 
said an appeal would be filed. 
There were too many holes in 
Williams’ story, he said. 

Prosecutor James O. Hanner 
said, “Justice was served.” 

Hanner told the jury Thursday 
morning, “Big Helen Williams is 
the one who broke this case for us.” 
Williams made no deal, he said. 
She didn’t fully understand what 
she was getting herself into when 
she confessed. because she didn’t 
pull the trigger and that is her 
justification, he added. 

“Under our laws, she is just as 

ilty as the man who did it,” 

anner said. 

Last week Wiliams told the jury 
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that she and Sigler Ea with 
Mrs. Stonebraker to kill her 
husband for $3,000. She said Sigler 
agreed to do the actual killing and 
Loretta planned it. After 
Stonebraker was murdered, Mrs. 
Stonebraker paid them from her 
husband’s insurance death 
benefits, she said. 

The prosecutor said Sigler’s 
motive was money and Williams 
did it for love and money. He said 
he truly believed Helen thought 
Loretta was going to take her in 
and that they were going to live 
happily the rest of their lives. 

Defense attorney Alden 
challenged the credibility of the 
law-enforcement officers, Williams 
and other witnesses who had 
testified-for the prosecution. 

Alden argued that police did not 
protect evidence at the scene by 
allowing family members to take 
Stonebraker’s personal property. 

Sentencing is scheduled for 1 
p.m. April 19. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


KINGMAN — Harold and Elsie 
igler put a $20,000 mortgage on 
eir home to fund an investigation 
which they hoped would prove 
their son, convicted murderer John 
C. Sigler, did not kill Marion L. 
onebraker. 

“It’s not over yet. We'll sell 

everything we own if we have to in 
order to prove who really killed 
Red,” Mrs. Sigler said Friday. 
- On Thursday, a jury in Parke 
Circuit Court returned two guilty 
verdicts against Sigler. They found 
him guilty of murder and con- 
spiracy to commit murder. He 
could be sentenced to 60 years in 
prison. 


“After Sigler was arrested in 

September, Rocky McClain and 
Don Campbell, International In- 
vestigations Inc., Indianapolis, 
were hired by his parents. 

“I didn’t want them to prove him 
innocent. I wanted them to prove 
who killed Red Stonebraker,” Mrs. 
Sigler said. She said all evidence 
the detectives provided to them 
during their six-month investiga- 
tion revealed to her that her son 
was not involved in the slaying. 

Evidence against him was all 
circumstantial and many conflict- 
ing statements were given by 
witnesses, she said, commenting on 
the trial. 

The 3-year-old Sigler home is on 
38 acres in rural Parke County. 
During happier days, a pool behind 
the house was the center of sum- 
mer activities with family and 
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The Siglers said thus far they 
have spent “$32,000 for the in- 
vestigation and attorney fees. They 
said $12,000 of the money came 
from their savings and money 
given them by other family 
members. 

“We’ve worked hard all our lives 
to get this, but if it has to be sold 
to pay for further investigations 
and an appeal we'll do it,” Mrs. 
Sigler said. She is employed at 
Quaker Oats Co., Danville, Ill., and 
her husband works at the brick 
plant in Cayuga. 

Dan Clevenger, Indiana State 
Police investigator, and detective 
Sgt. John Britton, Parke County 
Sheriffs Department, both were 
assigned to Stonebraker’s murder 
investigation. 


Trigger man in murder 


By Patricia Pastore : 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


ROCKVILLE — John C. Sigler, 
21, Route 3. Kingman, is scheduled 
to be sentenced at 10 a.m. today in 
Parke Circuit Court for the murder 
of Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker. 

Parke County Prosecutor James 
O. Hanner said Judge Earl Dowd 
could sentence Sigler to 60 years in 
prison on the murder count and 50 
years for the conspiracy count. “I 
intend to ask for the maximum,” he 
said Wednesday. 

A Montgomery County jury on 
March 21 returned two guilty 


s AP 


verdicts against Sigler — murder ` 
- and conspiracy to commit murder. 


He was convicted of conspiring 
with his cousin, Loretta N. 


Stonebraker,-and Helen “Big - 


Helen” Williams in a murder-for- 
hire scheme which resulted in 
Stonebraker’s death. He also was 
found guilty of shooting 
Stonebraker in a hog lot near Lodi 
on Feb. 24, 1984. 

Mrs. Stonebraker, who also was 
convicted of murdering her 
husband, was sentenced on March 
26 to 60 years in prison. She is in 
the State Women’s Prison, In- 
dianapolis. 

In a related development, a court 
source said Williams probably will 


AREN Camina ls Gad) 
sentencing today 


make her next court appearence in 
+-May. Her attorney, John L. Asbury, ~ 
Rockville, said a trial date is 
expected to be set soon. | 

Both the prosecutor and Asbury 
said no plea-bargain agreement 
has been made for Williams, who is 
in Parke County Jail. Asbury said 
he anticipated discussing a plea 
bargain with the prosecutor before 
Williams goes to trial. 

Charges of conspiracy and aid- 
ing, inducing and causing murder 
are pending in Parke Circuit Court 
against Williams, who turned 
states evidence and testified 
against both Sigler and 
Stonebraker. j 
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John C. Sigler was sentenced Wednesday afternoon in Parke Circuit Court to 
60 years in prison for murder and 50 years for conspiracy to commit murder. 

The sentencing handed down by Parke Circuit Court Judge Earl Dowd, 
came nearly two months after a jury from Montgomery County found him 
guilty of conspiring with Loretta Stonebraker and Helen Williams to murder 
Mrs. Stonebraker’s husband Leon “Red” Stonebraker. Sigler was also found 
guilty of actually committing the murder. The body of Red Stonebraker was 
found in February of 1984 near Lodi with a single bullet wound to the head. 

It was in September of 1984 that Williams, Sigler and Stonebraker were 
arrested. Williams testified for the prosecution in both the Sigler and 
Stonebraker trials in which it was revealed that Mrs. Stonebraker was the 
beneficiary of $240,000 in life insurance on her husband. Williams testified that 
she and Sigler were paid $1,500 each to murder Red Stonebraker. Mrs. 
Stonebraker was found guilty in February and sentenced March 27 to 60 years 
in prison. Williams entered a guilty plea and will be sentenced June 4. 

Sigler, 21, could serve as few as 30 years, which would mean he would not be 
released from behind bars until September of the year 2014, when he is 51 
years old. The judge said the sentences would be served concurrently, which 
means they would be served at the same time. 

Since the sentences are to be served concurrently, Sigler would basically be 
serving a 60 year sentence on the maximum charge. Assuming he did all 
“good time,” meaning he got one day off for every ‘‘good day” he spent (a day 
without problems) the sentence would be cut in half-or 30 years. He also got 
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credit for the over eight months he has served at the Parke County Jail. 


LIFE WAS TAKEN 

In pronouncing sentence, 
Judge Dowd said that the 
aggravating circumstances 
outweighed the mitigating 
circumstances and ‘‘imposi- 
tion of a reduced sentence 
would reduce the seriousness 
of the crime.’’ He added that 
the murder was premeditated 
and negotiations were made 
between Sigler, Stonebraker 
and - Williams and that a 
contract was agreed to in 
which a life was taken. 

Prior to the sentencing, 
Sigler was asked if he was 
satisfied with his attorney 
Robert Alden. Sigler hesitated 
and quietly responded he 
would have to think about that 
and then said, ‘‘There are 
some things he could’ve done 
better.” He added, “I didn’t 
like the results of what the jury- 
had to say.’ 7° ; 

Dowd asked if Alden and 
Sigler had both read the 
presentence report and they 
responded they had. Alden 
said he did not agree with all 
of the report and he then 
submitted a report by Dr. Bill 
Shriner, a psychiatrist who 
recently examined Sigler. 
Dowd asked Sigler if he had 
anything to say in regard to 
the presentence report and he 
responded, “No.” Four per- 
sons were then given oaths to 
be called to the stand on 
Sigler’s behalf. 


TAKES THE STAND 

First to take the stand was 
Don Wigley of Eugene. He 
testified that he had been a 
friend of Sigler’s for about four 
years and had met him 
through a car sale. Wigley, 
responding to Alden’s ques- 
tions, stated he and Sigler 
hunted and fished together. 
Wigley said he did not think 
Sigler was a violent person, he 
treated everyone well and 
helped people. He commented 
that Sigler was obedient to his 
parents and he usually went 
home when he was supposed 
to. 

Prosecutor Jim Hanner 
asked Wigley if he was present 
at any of the Sigler trial and 
Wigley responded he had not 
been present. 

Maxine Boyd of Danville, 
Iilincis was then called to the 
stand. She stated she was a 
friend of Sigler’s mother, 
Elsie, and had been for about 
nine years. In responding to 
Alden’s questions, she said 
she had observed Sigler at 
home ‘‘quite a bit’’ and that he 
was very considerate towards 
her. Miss Boyd said he never 
displayed any violence and 


. that he was obedient. In 


response to Hanner’s question 
she said she was present for 
two days of Sigler’s trial. 
Mrs. Sigler was then called 
to the stand and she asked 
what effect the conviction has 


had on John. She said, ‘‘This 
has all been very unjust. 
Prison serves no purpose. He 
is innocent.” Mrs. Sigler 
continued, ‘‘He is very 
obedient,’’ noting that- he 
came home when he was 
supposed to and was never 
violent. 

Alden then submitted a 
document prepared by Mrs. 
Sigler and her daughter, and a 
letter written by John. It was 
confirmed that John had been 
living with his parents all his 
life. “Prison won't help my 
son at all, she said. 

‘‘Prison won't help because 
you think he is innocent,” 
Hanner said prior to question- 
ing Mrs. Sigler. Hanner asked 
if, the letter from John had 
been sent home and if it had 
been retyped and Mrs. Sigler 
responded that it had. 

Dr. William Shriner then 
took the stand. ` Shriner’s 
practice is in Terre Haute and 
he confirmed that he had 
examined Sigler for about an 
hour and a half. In response to 
Alden’s questions, Shriner 
said he thought he had spent 
sufficient time with Sigler and 
that Sigler had no thought 
disorders, personality disor- 
ders or unusual traits. 

Alden asked Shriner if he 
had formed an opinion on 


whether Sigler wo! x 
[See SIGLER Page 3] 
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|Continued From Page One! 
to short term imprisonment. 
He seemed to respond to 
direction and correction. He 
could be expected to respond 
to rehabilitation,” Shriner 
commented. Alden asked if he 
had an opinion on Sigler's 
character and attitude-wheth- 
er he was likely to commit 
another crime. Shriner said, ‘‘I 
have no crystal ball for that 
specifically." 

Shriner added that Sigler 
had no evidence of history of 
criminal acts, that there were 
no evidences of truancy, 
delinquency. or inability to 
sustain relationships that are 
usual in anti-social personali- 
ties. \ 

Dr. Shriner said that due to 
Sigler's age, a long prison 
term would make him suscep- 
tible to influence in prisons but 
could make no predictions 
about the effect of a long 
prison term on Sigler. “If it 
were a suspendable sentence, 
which it is not, would he be 
responsive to probation?” 
Alden asked Shriner, who 
responded he had no opinion. 
Shriner commented that Sigler 
did not have a suggestive or 
impulsive personality. 

“John is just a basic 
22-year-old male who has a 
slight learning disability?” 
Alden asked Shriner. Shriner 
said there is some evidence of 
the learning disability. Hanner 
confirmed with Shriner that he 
could not make any predictions 
about Sigler's future behavior 
and confirmed that since 
Sigler is not impulsive he 
“thinks things through.” 


CLOSING REMARKS A 

In closing remarks, Alden 
said there were discrepancies 
and inconsistencies in the trial 
testimony. ‘‘John has always 
maintained his innocence and I 
think he is in a state of 
disbelief," Alden commented. 
“There is no reason John 
would need to serve the 
maximum sentence.” 

Alden said that 30 years 
would be ‘‘extreme punish- 
ment and have extreme 
effects" on Sigler and his 
family, adding ‘‘his family has 
gone through much mental 
stress.'' He said past criminal 
record and character can be 
taken into account when 
determining sentence, accord- 
ing to state law. Alden said the 
mitigating circumstances out- 
weigh the aggravating circum- 
Rx dm into considera- 
tion the evidence and type of 
witnesses that resulted in his 
conviction. He asked the court 


to impose "minimum sentence 
as possible.” 

Hanner said the court 
should rely on the probation 
officer's presentence investi- 
gation. Hanner pointed out 
that the crime Sigler was 
convicted of was a murder for 
hire. that he knew his victim 
and was paid money. The 
prosecutor stated. ''$1,500 for 
life is not a very fair trade 
judge." He commented that 
Sigler has a previous minor 

“criminal record. 

tHe shot a man in the back 
of the head,” Hanner said and 
pointed out that it was planned 
in advance and that Sigler was 
not. impulsive. He said 
because of these circum- 
stances, ‘The court is justified 
in imposing the maximum 
sentence.” 

Judge Dowd then asked 
Sigler, ‘‘Do you have any 
reason why sentence should 
not be imposed?" In a quiet 
voice Sigler said, ‘‘No.'' Sigler 
then sat motionless as Dowd 
spoke and imposed the 50 and 
60 year sentences. 

Before dismissal, Dowd 
informed Sigler he had a right 
to appeal the case and he 
would need to file a motion to 
correct errors. Sigler was also 
informed that an attorney 
would be appointed if arrange- 
ments had not been made to 
have an attorney. Sigler said 
he intended to file a motion to 
correct errors and that Alden 
would remain as his attorney. 
Sigler was then escorted out of 
the courtroom. The proceed- 
ings lasted just over an hour 
and about 40 spectators were 
in the courtroom, 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Sentencing for John _ C. Sigler, 


found guilty of murder Marc. 

a Parke County jury, has been 
continued until 1 p.m. May 15 in 
Parke Circuit Court. 

He was found guilty of murder- 
ing Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker 
and of conspiring with his cousin, 
convicted murderer Loretta N. 
Stonebraker, to kill Stonebraker: 

Sigler was to have been 
sentenced Friday, but his attorney, 
Robert F. Alden, filed a motion 
requesting that his client undergo 
a psychatric examiniation. 

Parke Circuit Judge Earl Dowd 
said the 21-year-old Parke County 


'man could be sentenced to 60 years 


in Pon 

“I thought it [the motion] was a 
little late taken,” Parke County 
Prosecutor James O. Hanner said 
in a telephone interview Friday. 
“Usually, they don’t happen at the 
sentencing pearing. 

Hanner said Alden made the 
motion so he could have the results 
of the examination “used at the 
sentencing hearing in hopes of 
showing some type of mitigating 
circumstances. at those might 
be, I don’t know.” 

“I wanted to give the judge an 
opportunity to hear from an ex- 
pert,” Alden said. “I’m just trying 
to be thorough.” 

Alden said he hadn’t filed the 
motion earlier because he had 
taken a vacation after the trial and 
because of the time it took to decide 
whom to use and to learn how long 
the process would take. 

Sigler’s mother, Elsie, said she 
was relieved at the decision to have 
her son undergo a_ psychiatric 
examination. 

“This should have been done 
before this,” she said. “This is what 
we kept hoping for. I wanted him 


to have this done; I’m kind of 


relieved.” 

Mrs. Sigler said the 
psychoanalysis is being done “to 
see if John was capable of doing 
something like this. It could cut 
down on the me he’d serve.” 
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Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — A Parke County woman 
who mortgaged her home and a five-acre 
tract of land to pay $11,000 to an 
Indianapolis detective agency for services 
during her son’s murder trial recently filed 
suit in Parke Circuit Court to have the 
mortgage note declared null and void. 

Elsie Pearl Sigler of Route 3, Kingman, 
mother of convicted murderer John C. 
Sigler, said she paid Internationat frr- 
vestigators Inc. $5,000 in cash and 
believed she agreed to pay an additional 
$5,000 for services rendered before and 
during her son’s murder trial. 

“I didn’t realize ld signed a mortgage 
with them,” she said Friday, explaining 
she was confused throughout the trial. 

The mortgage and a promissory note 
were signed by Sigler on March 20 and 
recorded in the Parke County Recorder’s 
office. 

Sigler contends Dan Campbell, Rocky 
McClain and Tim Wilcox, all employees of 
the detective agency, told her they had 
evidence that would prove her son inno- 
cent of the murder charges. “During the 
trial they told me we had nothing to worry 
about. They were just taking me for a ride, 
that’s all.” . 

Sigler said the detectives refused to tell 
her what new evidence they had dis- 
covered because the prosecution might 
learn about it. She said when the trial 
concluded she learned the detective agency 
had produced no new evidence which could 
have helped her son’s defense. “I don’t 
know whether they had anything or not. 
They attended the trial but they didn’t 
even testify.” 

Sigler admitted executing a $10,000 
mortgage on that same property to a 
Kingman bank. She said she thought the 
bank had the only mortgage on her home. 
“I borrowed the money from them to pay 
Robert Alden to defend Johnny.” 

No one was available for comment at 
International Investigators’ Indianapolis 
office on Friday. 

A trial date on the issue has not been set 
in Parke Circuit Court. 
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DANIEL STONEBRAKER 
WHEN ARRESTED i 


STONEBRAKER - 
AT 1977 TRIALS 


Stonebraker, now 26-years-old 
and wearing a full beard, was 
brought to Decatur Circuit Court 
in Greensburg from the Pendle- 
ton. Reformatory where he is 
serving his sentences. It was the 
same courtroom where he was 
sentenced to two life sentences 
and two 15-to-25 year sentences 
for his role in the murders which 
ended the lives of all four young 
male members of the Keith 
Spencer family in Parke County 
seven years ago. , 
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_ Stonebraker has petitioned the 

tenced to life imprisonment for court fo re Roan et 
his part in the 1977 Hollandsburg a 
murders, returned to court, Tues- 
dae March 13, asking for a new 
rial. 


urt for post-conviction relief, 
asking that his four convictions be 
overturned and a new trial con- 
ducted. i 

Special Judge Charles O’Con- 
nor presided at the March 13 
hearing. Included in Stone- 
braker’s original petition was a 
request that Decatur Circuit 
Court Judge John Westhafer, 
who accepted Stonebraker’s pleas 
in the 1977 trial, be replaced with 
a special judge. Stonebraker had 
claimed that Westhafer could not 
“be fair and impartial’’ in the re- 
quest for a new trial because as 
sentencing judge he ‘‘made state- 
ments that now jeopardize the de- 
fendant's rights.” 

Stonebraker was represented 
by an attorney from the state 
public defenders office. 

Parke County Prosecutor Jim 
Hanner presented arguments 
against Stonebraker’s claims and 
told the court he found it ‘‘incon- 
ceivable’’ that the public defend- 
er could present the arguments in 
Stonebraker’s behalf ‘with a 
straight face." 

Hanner said Stonebraker was 
aware of the implications of the 
four guilty pleas he entered and 
even reiterated the facts behind 
the pleas when he was sentenced 
by the court in late 1977. 

Said Hanner, ‘His pleas were 
made knowingly and intelligent- 
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ly.” He added that Stonebraker 
fully understood the penalties in- 
volved in pleading guilty to four 
murder-related charges and 
emphasized that Stonebraker’s 
statements are included fully in 
transcripts of the sentencing 
hearing. 

Jim Hanner is the son of Clel- 
land Hanner, who as. Parke 
County prosecutor in 1977, led 
the prosecution team in the suc- 
cessful convictions of _Stone- 
braker, Michael Wright, David 
Smith and Roger Drollinger. All 
four were from Montgomery 
County. Drollinger and Smith 
were convicted in separate week- 
long jury trials while Stonebraker 
and Wright, who testified against 
the other two, entered guilty 
pleas. The sessions were held at 
our different courts throughout 
the state. 

The transcripts of Stone- 
braker’s original sentencing 
hearing and further arguments 
are to be presented to Judge 
O’Connor within 15 days from 
March 13 and after his review, a 
ruling will be made on Stone- 
braker’s motion. 

Michael Wright has also asked 
the courts to set aside his convic- 
tions and give him a new trial. 
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‘Stonebraker Arrives At Court Hearing 


- (Greensburg Daily News Photo) 
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Suicide may have been. 


fume 
ROCKVILLE — Indiana State 
Police now believe Marion L. “Red” 


t 


Dr. John Pless was performed in ań 


Stonebraker, 51, Cayuga, did not Indianapolis hospital. Results were 


“commit suicide. Stonebraker’s body 
was discovered Feb. 25 in a hog lot 
on a farm near Lodi. 

“First we thought it was suicide. 
After the autopsy, we think the 
wound in the back of the head was 
an entrance instead of an‘exit,’’ Dan 
Clévenger, ISP investigator, said. 

Clevenger said Stonebraker had 
been shot in the head. The autopsy 


received the week of March 5. 


“We set up a command post 
March 12 at the Cayuga Fire 
Department and have been conduct- 
ing interviews with friends and 
relatives,” Clevenger said. 


The detective said hogs had been 
stolen from lots in the area and 
Stonebreaker and an accomplice 


Homicide _ 


could have been trying to steal a hog. 

“It’s possible that whoever was 
with him panicked and left the 
scene,” Clevenger said. 
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Death wasn’t a suicide 


for hired hit man 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Somebody wanted 
Marion L. ‘‘Red” Stonebreaker dead 
and Was willing to pay someone to do 
the job, Parke County Sheriff’s 
Department investigators now 
believe. 

. Suicide has been ruled out, Indiana 
State Police Det. Dan Clevenger said 
Friday. 

Stonebreaker’s body was found 
last month in a hog lot near Lodi in 
Parke County. Authorities first 
thought it was a suicide, then an 
accidental shooting. Now they think 
it was murder. 

The autopsy report completed by 
forensic pathologist John Pless of 
Indianapolis revealed the bullet hole 
in the back of Stonebreaker’s head 
was an entrance, not an exit wound. 
Investigators now believe the bullet 
entered through the back of the head 


and exited through the nose. 

“We do have one person that 
someone tried to hire to kill 
Stonebreaker. This probably hap- 
pened around mid-January.” Det. 
John Britton of the Parke County 
Sheriff’s Department said. 

He said investigators learned 
about the murder-for-hire attempt 
second-hand. 

Britton said investigators subse- 
quently interviewed the subject. 
“The subject then advised us that 
someone had tried to hire him,” 
Britton said. 

Britton said several polygraph 
tests were given during the past 


„week. He declined comment on the 


identity of those tested and on the 
results of the tests. 

“We are still investigating in the 
Cayuga area and hope to get a break 
on it in the next few days,” he said. 

According to the sheriff's depart- 
ment, the gun used in the incident 
has not been found. 
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state police in death 
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ROCKVILLE — Parke County 
Sheriff Mike Eslinger said suicide 
could not be ruled out in the death 
of Marion L.‘‘Red’’ Stonebraker. 


Stonebraker killed himself, Eslinger 
said in a telephone interview Tues- 
day. Last week, Detective Dan 
Clevenger of the Indiana State 
Police said suicide. had been ruled 
out. y 
Stonebreaker’s body was found 
last month in a hog lot near Lodi. 
According to pathologist Dr. John 
Pless’ report, Stonebreaker died 
from a bullet wound to the head. The 
bullet entered the back of the head 
and exited through the victim’s nose. 
Detective John Britton of the Park 
Sheriff’s Department said in- 


mut irs File 


vestigators learned of a murder-for- 
hire attempt second-hand. In- 


vestigators interviewed the alleged ; 
jonebral “advised us that | 
“Its not impossible” that” "someone tried to hire him,” Britton 


hit man, who 


said. 

“The evidence to date indicates 
we are not ina position to rule out 
suicide, an accident or murder,” 
Eslinger said Tuesday. 


- The sheriff said no weapon had © 


been found, but a .22-caliber bullet 
killed the victim. 

“Now we are trying to eliminate 
the possibility of murder. Nothing is 
going to suprise me,” Eslinger said. 
He said he believed the mystery will 
be solved. “It just will take longer 
than I thought.” — x 
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Denied: Daniel Stonebreaker's 


lo ses | bid | for n 


Sst his bid for a new trial for his 
part in the Feb. 14, 1977, murders of 
four members of the Keith Spencer 


family, 
ehe is serving two 


concurrent life sentences and two 15- 
to-25-year sentences, asked Special 
Judge Charles O'Conner to overturn 
the four convictions because 
Stonebreaker allegedly was not 
made aware of the implications of 


try “He new trial turned a 


Convicted murderer 
r new trıal 


a four TENE T ‚shtered. 


O’Conner ruled that the pleas were 
entered with Stonebreaker’s full 
knowledge. 

The ruling against Stonebreaker’s 
post-conviction relief petition was 
handed down May 9 in Decatur 
Circuit Court. 

_ Three other defendants — - Roger 
Drollinger, Michael Wright and 


' David Smith — are all also serving 


life terms. Kaai 
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Suspect arrested: While in Rhonda’s. 


Stonebraker’s 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — A Parke County 
man and two Vermillion County 
women were arrested early Satur- 
day morning in connection with the 
February 1984 fatal shooting of 
Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker Sr., 
51, Route 1, Cayuga 

The Parke County Sheriffs De- 
ler an said the victim’s wife, 

oretta M. Stonebraker, 43, Route 
1, Cayuga, and Helen L. “Big 
Helen” \ illiams, 39, general de- 
livery, Cayuga, are both charged 
with nn to commit murder. 
John Sigler, 21, Route 3, 
Kingman, is charged with murder: 
he is Loretta Stonebraker’s first 
cousin. 

The suspects were apprehended 
by the sheriffs department and 
Indiana State Police assisted by 
Jerry Weir, Cayuga Town Marshal. 

“We got the break that we 
needed,” Sheriff Mike Eslinger said 
Saturday, but wouldn’t elaborate. 

Sigler, Williams and Mrs. 
Stonebraker are being held in the 
Parke County jail without bond 
pending arraignment in Parke 
Circuit Court Monday. 

A gun was found by law enforce- 
ment officials in Sigler’s freezer, 
according to an unofficial report 
that police would not confirm. 
Sigler was arrested at 12:35 a.m. 
Saturday in his home. 

Mrs. Stonebraker was arrested” 
in a video game room after law 


officials spotted her in a tavern in | 
the northern end of Cayuga. The - 
game room proprietor, Mel Schef- . 


tic, said Mrs. Stonebreaker was in 


% her 


fe, 2 others 


a “u ath 


the pe playing games 
with her sister, Mary Turner, and 
her nephew, J.R. Stonebreaker, 
n five law enforcement officers 
Ya her at 11:57 p.m. Friday. 
liams was picked up at her 


motfiexs home in Cayuga at 12:20 
a.m. is a former Cayuga town 
employee. - 


When Stonebraker’s body was 
found in a hog lot near Lodi Feb. 
24, officials thought he had com- 
mitted suicide. However, the 
.22-caliber weapon used was 
nowhere to be found. 

"Later a pathology report in- 
dicated that the bullet hole in the 
back of Stonebraker’s head was an 
entrance hole. “It could be murder 
or it might have been an accidental 
shooting,” Eslinger said at that 
time when he learned of the 
autopsy results. 

Both he and state police in- 
vestigator Dan Clevenger agreed it 
was unlikely that Stonebreaker 
would have shot himself in the 
back of the head. 

The Parke County Sheriffs De- 
partment investigated a 
murder-for-hire account in March 
and reported that the subject 
questioned told them someone had 
tried to hire him. During that time 
pelygraph tests were administered 
to several persons. 

In June the sheriff said he had 
several suspects but nothing de- 

finite. He said his department was 
not going to “let up until the case 
was solved.” 

Weir said Williams and Mrs. 
Stonebraker were close friends and 

ad been among the suspects in 
this case for quite.a while. 

“A lot of things came to light in 
the past three weeks,” Weir said. 


Mea 


Three Charged 
February Slaying Of C ayuga M 


Nearly seven months after a 
rural Cayuga man was found 
dead in Parke County of a 


bullet wound to the head, 
three people have been 
arrested and charged in 


connection with his murder. 

It is generally believed that 
Marion ‘Red’ Stonebraker 
Sr., 51, RR 1, Cayuga, was 
killed for his insurance money. 

Being held in the Parke 
County Jail without bond this 
morning (Monday) are the 
victim’s wife, 
St 43, RR 1, 

2 elen Williams, 39, 
Cavliga: and John C. Sigler, 
21, RR 3, Kingman. Both Mrs. 
Stonebraker and Williams 
will be charged with aiding 
and inducing and conspiracy to 
commit murder. Sigler, who 
lives in Parke County, 
although he has a rural 
Kingman address, will face 
two counts, murder and 
conspiracy to commit murder. 
He is Mrs. Stonebraker’s first 
cousin. 

As far as local officials 
know, none of the Stonebraker 
family is related to Daniel 
Stonebraker who was convict- 
ed for the 1977 murders of four 
members of the Keith Spencer 
family at Hollandsburg in 
Parke County. 

All three people were 
arrested last weekend by 
officers of the Parke County 
Sheriff's Department and 
Indiana State Police, assisted 
by Cayuga Town Marshal 
Jerry Weir. 

All three are expected to be 
arraigned in Parke Circuit 
Court sometime today (Mon- 
day). 

The body of the elder Stone- 
braker was found in the early 
morning hours on Saturday, 
February 25, by a rural 
Tangier man who was enroute 
to purchase groceries. Stone- 
braker had been shot once in 
the head. After a preliminary 
autopsy at Vermillion County 
Hospital in Clinton, it was 
believed that a single bullet 
went through the victim's nose 
and exited out the back of the 
head, indicating suicide or an 
accidental shooting. After 
that, parts of the skull and 


nd) 


In Connection With 


la lity Affairs N le 


X-rays were examined by Dr 
John Pless at Wichard 
Hospital in Indianapolis and 
results indicated the bullet 
actually entered through the 
back of the head and exited 
through the nose, evidence 
which would tend to show that 
it was almost physically 
impossible for Stonebraker to 
have shot himself. 
Investigators determined 
that the weapon used in the 
Stonebraker killing was of an 
extremely small caliber, be- 
cause of shell fragments found 
during the autopsy. 
Stonebraker was known tc 
have carried a large amount of 
life insurance, estimated by 
some. connected with the case 
at between $50,000 and 
$100,00. Most of that insur- 
ance came through policies 
carried on the victim by 
General Motors Corporation, 
where he worked. According 
to some reports, his widow had 
already collected $70,000 in 
insurance money. The policies 
would have paid double the 


amount of the orignal negotiat- * 


ed amount, in case of 
accidental death, which was an 
original theory in the case. It 
was reported that additional 
amounts of insurance coverage 
have yet to be paid. 
CHARGES 
Because of the nature of 
charges filed by officers, it was 
indicated that Sigler was being 


charged for the actual murder ` 


of Stonebraker while the 
victim’s wife and Williams 
were charged with a possible 
murder-for-hire scheme. 

Williams, who weighs be- 
tween 230 and 240 pounds, 
goes by the nickname ‘‘Big 
Helen,” obtained becauseshe 
has been involved in women’s 
mud-wrestling. 

Parke County Sheriff Mike 
Eslinger said ‘ʻa break’’ in the 
case led to the arrest of the trio 
but would not elaborate. 
Investigators had recovered a 
gun from Sigler, several 
months ago. It had been stored 
in a freezer at the man’s 
home, but was later determin- 
ed not to be the gun which 
killed Stonebraker. nn 


Seat nel 
Sigler was arrested at 12:35 | 


a.m. Saturday at his home. He 


gave no resistance to police. 

Mrs. Stonebraker was ar- 
rested at Rhonda's 
Palace in Cayuga around 
midnight Friday. She was at 
the establishment playing 
video games with her sister, 
Mary Turner. and her nephew, 
J.R. Stonebraker, neither 
which were charged. Five law 
enforcement officers partici- 
pated in Mrs. Stonebraker’s 
arrest. 

Williams was arrested at 
12:20 a.m. Saturday at the 
home of her mother in Cayuga. 

Investigators worked out of 
a command post at the Cayuga 
Fire Station for several weeks 
following the shooting and a 
considerable number of per- 
sons believed connected with 
the shooting have been given 
lie detector tests. The results 
of those tests have not been 
released. 

Stonebraker's body | was 
found in a field on the Bob 
Thompson farm after being 
reported tere by Arthur 
Uplinger of rural Tangier, who 
was driving on the county line 
road which runs between Lodi 
and Tangier to get groceries, a 
road which borders the 
Thompson farm. 

“DESPONDENT”’ 

Family members had told 
investigators that Stonebraker 
had been despondent and 
when in that condition he often 
came to the Lodi area in Parke 
County where he had lived as a 
child for six or seven years. 
Members of the family are 
buried in Rush Creek Ceme- 
tery near Sylvania. ’ 

Stonebraker's truck was 
found parked 1.2 miles from‘ 
the shooting scene. But a 
member of the family said he 
often parked in that area and 
took long walks. The morning 
the body was discovered, a 
witness said Stonebraker had 
almost hit her head-on with his 
truck in that area. Officers first 
believed that Stonebraker 
drove Rush Creek 
Cemetery, then to the Maple 
Grove Mine and parked the 
truck, then walked the mile to 
the field where he was 
apparently shot. r 


Stonebraker’s wallet was 
found about 54 feet away from 
his body, without any money 
in it. However, relatives said 


Video» he seldom carried any money. 


A coin purse found on the body 
was also empty. 

Stonebraker had been re- 
ported missing the day before 
by his brother, who contacted 


the Vermillion County Sher- ` 


iff's Department. Relatives 
said they had spent consider- 
able time looking for the victim 
and had discovered his truck 
parked at the mine. 

Stonebraker's body was 
found in a four to five acre 
field. A-search of that-area for. 
the murder weapon” was 
conducted by some 20 law 
enforcement personnel and 
volunteers for one day, but 
was halted by a blizzard which 
hit the county the next day. 

Investigators have declined 
to reveal if the murder weapon 
has actually been recovered. 
Searchers did find a spent .22 
caliber shell casing at the 
scene, the only day they were 
able to search before the heavy 
snow hit the area. 

The victim was a native of 
Parke County. He was born 
June 9, 1932 in Parke County, 
the son of Rev. William 
Francis and Lula Crowder 
Stonebraker. He was a core 
setter at General Motors in 
Danville, Illinois. He- first 
married Eunice Ellis, who died 
in 1981. He then married 
Loretta Tryon, who is now 


being charged in the case. 
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Murder charges 
filed against 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Prosecutor 
James Hanner said he may seek 
the death penalty against three 
people charged in connection with 
the death of Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebreaker, 51, Cayuga. 

Murder charges were filed Mon- 
day in Parke Circuit Court against 
John Sigler, 21, Route 3, Kingman; 

ebr 43, Route 1, 
; and Helen L. “Big Helen” 
Williams, 39, Cayuga. 

Stonebreaker’s body was found 
in a hog lot Feb. 25 near Lodi. 

The trio was arraigned before 
Circuit Judge Earl Dowd. 

Sigler: pleaded not guilty to 
charges of murder and conspiracy 
to commit murder, His attorney, 
Luis Ortiz, Indianapolis, said, 
“This case is based on rumor and 
this is what the police and 
law-enforcement officers have been 
able to base their case on, from 
what I have been able to find up to 
now.” 

Stonebreaker, the victim’s 
widow, is charged with conspiracy 
to commit murder and aiding, 

` inducing and causing murder. She 
entered a plea of not guilty. She is 
' represented by Stephen Trueblood, 
Terre Haute. She allegedly hired 
Sigler and Williams to murder her 
husband. . -> A 
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Williams, a long-time friend o 
Mrs. Stonebreaker, is also charged ' 
with conspiracy to commit murder | 
and aiding, inducing and causing 
murder. She told the court she 
could not afford an attorney. The 
court appointed John L. Asbury to 
represent her. Her hearing was 

continued. 

“Helen spilled her guts out,” a 
source close to the sheriff's depart- 
ment said. 4 i 

Both Sheriff Mike Eslinger and 
Hanner admitted Williams had 
made a statement. i 


~+ Several persons in the Cayuga’ 


area Weler husband ld $1,500; 
to bavelher huab i & ei 
Mis. g to the sheriff; money 
was Stonebreaker’s motive for hav- 
ing her husband murdered. He said 
Red Stonebreaker had several 
thousand dollars in insurance, but 
really nothing of great magnitude. 
Eslinger said an autopsy report 
revealed Stonebreaker had been 
shot in the back of the head and 
died Feb. 24 between 6 and 8 p.m. 
On April 4 the sheriff said a 
.22-caliber bullet killed the victim. 
_ “We have recovered a weapon, a 
small-caliber rifle,” Hanner said 
Monday. He said he didn’t know if 
it was the weapon used to kill 
Stonebreaker. 
Requests for bond for Sigler and 
Stonebreaker were denied. All 
three are being held in the Parke 


„County Jail without bond. 
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Parke County Prosecutor 
Jim Hanner said he will seek 
the death penalty for two of 
the three persons charged in 
connection with the shooting 
death of apo ae 
St taker, whose body was 

enna rural Parke County 
February 25. Ur 

That penalty will be sought 

“for Stoniebraker's wife, Loretta _ 
M. Stonebraker. 45. RR 1, 
“Cayuga, and her first cousin, 
John C. Sigler, 21, RR 3, 
Kingman. Mrs. Stonebraker 
was charged in Parke Circuit 
Court Monday afternoon with 
aiding and inducing and 
conspiracy to commit murder. 
Charges ayainst Sigler include 
murder and conspiracy to 
commit murder. The prosecu- 
tion has charged that Mrs. 
Stonebraker hired her cousin 
to shoot her husband, for his 
insurance money. Ku 

A third person arrested in 
the case is Helen Williams, 39, 
Cayuga. She faces charges of 
aiding and inducing and 
conspiracy to commit murder. 

Murder or hiring someone 
to commit murder are crimes 
included in Indiana's death 
penalty statute. 

All three suspects were 
arrested by members of the 
Parke County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment and Indiana State Police 
last weekend. 

The trio appeared for the 
first time in court Monday in 
probable. cause _ hearings. 

Parke Circuit Court Judge Earl 

Dowd refused to allow bond 

for any of the three. 
Sigler entered a not guilty 

plea to the murder charge. He 
is being represented by 

Indianapolis attorney Luis 


Ortiz. Mrs. Stonebraker also. 


entered a plea of not guilty. 
She is being represented by 
Stephen Trueblood of Terre 
Haute. Miss Williams, who 
obtained the nickname) of 
“Big Helen’’ because she was 
a mud wrestler, told the court 
she could not afford a lawyer. 
John Asbury of Rockville w 

named as her pauper attornev. 


k The Death 
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house from the jail where they 
are being held, one at a time. 
Sigler appeared first, followed 
by Miss Williams and then 
Mrs. Stonebraker. Mrs. Stone- 
braker is the second wife of the 
victim. His first wife died in 
1981. 

Parke County Sheriff Mike 
Eslinger said it was ‘'pa- 
tience" that solved the 
Stonebraker case. When the 
body was first found by a 
passing motorist it was 
thought the death was either a 
suicide or an accidental 
shooting. Then an autopsy 
showed Stonebraker had been 
shot by a small caliber weapon 
in the back of the head, the 
bullet exiting through the 
nose. At first it was believed 

d been shot in the nose, 
with the bullet exiting through 
the head which resulted in the 
possible suicide theory. 

Eslinger said Stonebraker 
was killed between 6 and 8 
p.m. and that soon after the 
body was found an investiga- 
tive command post was set up 
at Cayuga. There, Indiana 
State Police officers conducted 
lie detector tests on eight to 
ten people. ‘‘We knew then 


who we were dealing with” 
Eslinger said, indicating that 
the suspects have been known 
for a considerable time. - 
PATIENCE CITED ` 

The sheriff said investiga- 
tors exercised a great amount 
of patience in building the case 
and so ‘‘no one else would be 
put in jeopardy.'' (In 1976, 
afıer Benjamin Woody killed 

Christine and Brett Norton in 

Rockville in another insurance 

money murder. Chet Norton 
tried to hire several people to 

“kill Woody to cover up the 
crime.) 

Eslinger said the arrests 
could have been made two 
months ago “‘but it was not 
then as good a case as it is 
now." The sheriff did not 
\elaborate. 


Hanner would not reveal- 


how much was paid to have 

Stonebraker killed, but said 

“It was not that much money, 
; considering you hava to kill 

someone to get it.” He would 
also not say exactly how much 
insurance Stonebraker had. 
He did say it was in excess of 
$50,000. most of it in policies 
paid for by General Motors 
Corporation where the victim 
worked. Hanner said there 
were several policies and Mrs. 
Stonebraker has already re- 
ceived cash from some of 
them. Some claims have not 
been paid however. 

Under Indiana law, a person 
cannot collect from an 
insurance policy if he or she is 
involved in the policy holder's 
death. Hanner also indicated 
that investigation is continuing 
on what happened to the 
money which has been paid 
Mrs. Stonebraker by the 
insurance companies. He said 
only a small portion was putin 
the Dank: eu n 

At the Monday hearing, 
Eslinger testified that Miss 
Williams had made a state- 
ment about the murder. That, 
along with information from 
other informants, will provide 
the basis of the prosecution’s 
case. 

Hanner said the arrests 
were made last weekend 
because there were rumors 
that one or more of the 
Suspects might be leaving the 
State. In an interview, Sheriff 
Eslinger said ‘‘They knew they 
had not gotten away with it 
(the murder) and that we were 


' closing in." Hanner elaborat- 


ed on that by saying 
“Whenever there is more than 
one person involved in a 
crime. someone will eventually 
say something.” 

“STRONG CASE” 

Asked if he thought he had a 
good case, the prosecutor 
Stated “I have a very strong 
case or I wouldn't have filed 
it.” Hanner said he had heard, 
but refused to comment, on 
rumors that Miss Williams and 
Mrs. Stonebraker were having 
a homosexual affair. 

Eslinger testified at the 
hearing that a .22 caliber rifle 
believed to be the murder 
weapon was obtained from 
Sigler by State Police Investi- 


gator Dan Clevenger. It is 
reported that the rifle had 
been tampered with. The 


firing pin has been damaged, 


which could make identifying 
‘the gun as the murder weapon 
difficult. Testing of the 
weapon is now being done at a 
State Police laboratory. 

Hanner said the next step 
would be completion of 
arraignment of Miss Williams. 
“Then, he said, “1 expect a 
flurry of motions from the 
defendants’ attorneys." He 
Said the next move by the 
defense will probably be to try 
to get the trio out on bond. 

Hanner said he would 
Oppose any move for a change 
of venue, trying to get the 
trials in courts other than in 
Parke County. “Il see no 
reason why they can't all be 
tried here,’ the prosecutor 
said. 
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Stonebraker can face 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Parke Circuit 
Judge Earl Dowd on Wednesday 
denied a motion(to eliminate the 


death penalty sentencing 
option if Loretta nebraker 
Cayuga, is foun gui -murder 


and other charges, accofding to 
James O. Hanner, Parke Caty 
prosecutor. 7 


y Judge 


“Big Helen” Williams, 
Cation: also were charged in the 


alleged murder-for-hire incident. | 
Sigler, who is Stonebraker’s cousin, | 


was charged with murder and 


conspiracy, while Willams is 


charged with aiding, causing and 
inducing murder and conspiracy. 
Hanner previously said he would 
seek the death penalty for both 
Stonebraker and Sigler, but not for 
Williams, who is expected to be a 
witness for the prosecution. 


Stonebraker, 43, is charged with A>, Steven Trueblood, Stonebraker’s 


aiding, inducing and causing 
murder and conspiracy in connec- 
tion with the Feb. 24 shooting 
death of her husband, Marion L. 
“Red” Stonebraker. 

John C. Sigler, 21, Kingman, and 


orney, filed the request to rule 
out the death penalty if his client 
is convicted. He alleged documents 
outlining charges against 
Stonebraker “did not tell her what 
she was charged with.” 
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ROCKVILLE — Parke Count 
Prosecutor James O. Hanner will 


. not seek the death penalty for 


Loretta M. Stonebraker, 43, Route 
I, Cayuga, if she is convicted on 
murder charges. 

“I filed an appeal with the court 
to withdraw my request for the 
death penalty against Loretta 
Stonebraker,” Hanner said 
Wednesday. He declined comment 
on why he was withdrawing the 
request. 

Stonebraker is charged with 
aiding, inducing and causing 
murder and conspiracy in the Feb. 
24, 1984, shooting of her husband, 
Marion L. Stonebraker. 

Stonebraker’s body was found in 
a hog lot near Lodi on Feb. 25. John 
C. Sigler, 21, Kingman, and Helen 


“Big Helen” Williams, also are 
charged in the incident. 

Williams is expected to be a 
witness for the prosecution in its 
case against Stonebraker. 
Williams, in a statement to the 
prosecutor, said she was not at the 
scene when Stonebraker was shot 
but she admitted that she was paid 
to take part in Stonebraker’s 
murder. 

Stonebraker will be tried in 
Parke County. Jury selection is 
scheduled to begin Feb. 4 in 
Putnam County. 

Parke Circuit Judge Earl Dowd 
said if Stonebraker is found guilty 
as charged, she could receive a 
fixed term of 30 to 60 years’ 
imprisonment. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 
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The murder trial of a Vermillion 
County woman, accused of hiring a 

an to kill her husband so she 

could collect his life insurance, is 
scheduled to begin Monda 

The trial will begin in Putnam 
County and conclude in Parke 
County. Y 

In the Putnam County 
Courthouse in Greencastle, begin- 
ning at 10 a.m. Monday, a 12- 
person jury will be selected. Once 
empaneled, the jury will travel 
daily to the Parke County 
Courthouse in Rockville to hear 
testimony and to make a decision 
about the guilt or innocence of 
Loretta M. Stonebraker. 

Stonebraker, 43, is charged with 
murder and with aiding, inducing 
and causing murder in connection 
with the death of her husband, 
Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker, 
found shot to death last February. 
Mrs. Stonebraker is being held in 
the Vigo Countv Jail. 


‘friend, Helen 


John C. Sigler, her 21-year-old 
cousin from Kingman, has been 
charged with actually killing 
Stonebraker. He is also charged 
with conspiracy to commit murder. 
His trial on those charges is 
scheduled to begin March 4 in 


Parke Circuit Judge Earl Dowd’s | 


courtroom. č 

Also charged as a co-conspirator 
in the slaying is Mrs. Stonebraker’s 
“Big Helen” 
Williams. 

Williams has since turned state’s 
evidence and is expected to be the 
star witness against Mrs. 
Stonebraker during the trial. 
Williams is presently in the Parke 
County Jail. Charges of murder 
and of aiding, inducing and causing 
murder are pending against her, 
according to Parke County 
Prosecutor James O. Hanner. 

Stonebraker’s body was dis- 
covered by a farmer on Feb. 25, 
1984, in a hog lot near Lodi in 
Parke County. Parke County 
Sheriff Mike Eslinger said 
Stonebraker had been snot in the 
head. “It could be suicide,” he said 
initially. 

On March 28, Dan Clevenger, an 
Indiana State Police investigator, 
said he did not believe Stonebraker 
committed suicide. He said the 
results from the pathology report 
indicated a small-caliber bullet 


‚Commur 


entered the back of Stonebraker’s 
head and exited through his nose. 
Law enforcement officials found a 
.22-caliber shell casing near 
Stonebraker’s body. 

A command post was set up in 
the Vermillion County town of 
Cayuga by law enforcement of- 
ficials on March 12. They in- 
terviewed Stonebraker’s relatives 
and friends and some polygraph 
tests were given. It was on the 
basis of second-hand information, 
however, that investigators 
learned of the alleged murder-for- 
hire scheme, according to detective 
John Britton of the Parke County 
Sheriffs Department. 

Britton said the alleged hit man 
“advised us that someone tried to 


m. 

On Sept. 8, Mrs. Stonebraker 
and Williams were both arrested in 
Cayuga by the state police and 
Sigler was picked up at his parents’ 
home at Route 3, Kingman. 

On Sept. 19, the sheriff said 
insurance money was the motive 
for murder. He said that Mrs. 
Stonebraker had collected more 
than $70,000 in insurance money. 
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The prosecutor has not reveale 
the total amount for which her 
husband’s life was insured. 

The prosecutor said Williams 
admitted, in a statement, that she 
was paid to take part in 
Stonebraker’s murder. Eslinger 
said a .22-caliber rifle, believed to 
be the murder weapon, was ob- 
tained from Sigler. 

A total of 52 prospective jurors 
from Putnam County have been 
called for possible service. 

The trial is expected to last 10 to 
12 days after a 12-person jury and 
two alternates have been chosen, 
according to Hanner. 
prosecutor said the defense at- 
torney, Stephen L. Trueblood of 
Terre Haute, has listed 138 wit- 
nesses he may call to testify. “My 
potenia witness list consists of 50, 

ut some of our witnesses overlap,” 
he said. 

Hanner said he was hopeful the 
state could present its case against 
Stonebraker in three to four days. 
“It will depend upon the amount of 
time the defense attorney takes to 
cross-examine each witness,” the 
prosecutor said. 
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for Stonebraker murder trial 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


eee 

ROCKVILLE — Seven jurors, 
three men and four women, were 
selected Tuesday for the murder 
trial of Loretta A. Stonebraker, a 
Vermillion county woman accused 
of hiring a gunman to kill her 
husband. 

Parke Circuit Judge Earl Dowd 
said he hopes testimony in the 
‘trial, to be conducted in Rockville, 
‘will begin Thursday. Jury selection 
will continue today in Putnam 
County Courthouse, Greencastle, 
he said. 


Three jur 


hree jurors were selected Mon- 
day. Two additional jurors and one 
alternate are expected to be 
selected before the jury is em- 
paneled. 

Dowd ruled Monday that neither 
the attorneys nor any parties 
involved in the trial could discuss 
courtroom action with the media. 
He said the ruling was not a gag 
order. 

The term “gag order” sometimes 


refers to a court order ditected to 


media representatives to not report 
court proceedings or certain 
aspects of the proceedings. The 
Supreme Court has previously 
ruled that such orders are an 
unconstitutional - obstruction of 
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freedom of the press. ; 

In the instance of a trial of 
notoriety, the term may also refer 
to an order by the court which is 
directed to attorneys and witnesses 
to not discuss the case with 
reporters — if the judge believes 
that is necessary to insure the 
defendant a fair trial. 

The judge said his order would 
allow the “evidence to come from 


ithe witness stand and not from the 


media.” 

Stonebraker’s husband was 
found shot to death one year ago in 
a hog lot near Lodi. She is charged 
with murder and with aiding and 
inducing and causing murder. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — A jury of seven 
women and five men sat in a 
steamy Parke County Circuit 
Courtroom on Thursday as the 
state laid out a torrid tale of what 
it believes led to the murder of 
Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker last 
February. 

On trial for murder, aiding and 
inducing and A A 
Stonebraker’s murder ts his thir 
wife, Loretta, 43, Cayuga. 

Stonebraker, clad in a black suit, 
sat quietly in the courtroom show- 
ing no emotion as Prosecutor 
James O. Hanner told jurors that 
she, Helen “Big Helen” Williams, a 
former carnival worker and mud 
wrestler, and John C. Sigler, the 
widow’s cousin, conspired to 
murder the General Motors Corp. 
laborer for his insurance money. 

Williams, whom Hanner charged 
had a relationship with Mrs. 
Stonebraker for a five- or six-year 
period in the mid-1970s, has 
turned state’s evidence and is 
expected to be the prosecution’s 
star witness. ` 

Sigler, a 21-year-old mud wres- 
tler from Kingman, whom Hanner 
described as never having held a 
steady job, also is charged with 
conspiracy to commit murder and 


is scheduled to go on trial March 4. _ 


- Hanner told the jurors that Mrs. 


í sE: „Mai 
Stonebraker approached Big Helen 
about . “doi away with her’ 


1983. 

The prosecutor said the defen- 
dant approached Big Helen about 
killing her husband several times 
in the ensuing year. The murdered 
man was told in February 1984 
that Big Helen and Sigler were 
going to take him to a hog lot in 

arke County to help him steal a 
hog, Hanner said. 

Stonebraker’s body was dis- 
covered by a farmer on Feb. 25, 
1984, in a hog lot near Lodi in 
Parke County. Peggy Sankey, a 
physician specializing in pathology 
at Indiana University, Bloom- 
ington, testified Thursday that 
Stonebraker died from a gunshot 
to the back of the head. 


Hanner told the jurors that after 
the murder, Mrs. Stonebraker took 
a large amount of cash from an 
unnamed bank, mostly in $50 bills. 
“There was a payoff,” Hanner said, 
with the money going through Big 
Helen to Sigler. | 

Stonebraker’s attorney, Stephen 
L. Trueblood, told jurors in the 
opening statements that the defen- 
dant had married Stonebraker 
after a short courtship. “They got 
along,” he said. “Her marriage 
wasn’t perfect, but it was getting 
better, She loved him.” 

Trueblood said witnesses had 
seen a man he identified as Dennis 
Turner near the site where the 


slaying is to have taken place. 
Trueblood said Turner had been 
released from a mental institution 
and “witnesses have seen him 
shoot animals in the head.” 


Stonebraker had been married to 


her murdered husband’s brother, - 


Miles Shannon Stonebraker, when 
she was 15 years old, Hanner said. 
They had four children. Hanner 
said Stonebraker divorced Miles 
and Big Helen moved in with her 
and “they had a relationship that 
lasted five or six years.” He said 
that after Red Stonebraker’s 
murder, Big Helen moved in with 
the widow. 7 ` 


Pig H is a huge woman, she 
dwarfs any of us. Big H perceived 
herself to be a man. She told John 
Britton, Parke County Sheriffs 
Department investigator, she had 
fathered four children. She worked 
like a man and wanted to be 
treated like a man,” Trueblood said 
in his opening statement for the 
defense. 


Trueblood contends there was no 
lesbian Se on between 
Stonebraker and Big Helen. “She 
[Loretta] treated her [Big Helen] 
like one of the kids. Loretta even 

unded Big H,” he said. He sai 

ig Helen weighed in excess of 300 
pounds and can neither read nor 
write well. s 


~ The trial resumes at- 9 am. 


today. es E 
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Lesbian affair too much 
for ‘Red,’ relative says ~~ 


sF239 1985 
ROCKVILLE Š Marion “Red” 
Stonebraker had planned to leave 
his wife on a Saturday morning in 
February 1984, but was killed the 
night before, his sister contends. 

osephine Stonebraker Poole, in 
an interview out of court Monday, 
said her brother told her he loved 
his wife, Loretta, -but could no 
longer stand the lesbian rela- 
tionship between his wife and 
Helen Williams. 

Mrs. Stonebraker is now on trial 
for having her husband killed, and 
Williams has been a key prosecu- 
tion witness. Poole is on the 
defense’s witness list, but said 


Monday that she doesn’t expect to ° 


be called to the stand. 
“He [Stonebraker] said he could 
compete with a man, but he didn’t 
‚know how to compete with a 

woman,” Poole said. 
unnamed man, -described 
only as wearing a blue western 
shirt and jeans and saying he lived 
in Cayuga and was a friend of 
Stonebraker's, told Poole that 
Stonebraker told him he was 

moving out Feb. 25, 1984. _ 

Stonebraker’s body was found in 
a hog lot near Lodi that day. Peggy 
ey, a Rockville physician who 


specializes in pathology, testified. 
last week that she believ 
Stonebraker was killed Feb. 24, 
1984. ; 23 
Poole said: her brother was 
despondent when his previous wife; 
Eunice, died in July 1981 of a brain 
tumor. “Loretta made herself 
available to Red the very day 
Eunice died,” Poole said. “They got 
married the first or second week in 
August. J ‘lo 
Poole said her brother made .a 
good living — $28,000 a year — at 
the General Motors Corp. foundry 
in Danville, Ill., but had to sell real 
estate he owned in Williamsport to 
get Loretta everything she wanted. 
“He worshipped Loretta,” she said; 
“He always needed more money for 
Loretta. j a NEY 
“I hope the entire. truth Cone 
out at this trial and they lea 
which person really killed my 
brother and why,” she added. >- 
Poole and the unnamed man 
agree that Red Stonebraker was 
afraid of hogs. “I don’t know-how 
anyone got him to get into that hug ` 
lot. He stole a hog when he was 
young and got attacked by a so 
e was scared to death of theme 
Poole said., — Patricia Pastore 
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Loretta fingered 
by ‘Big Helen’ 


FEB $ 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — While Helen 
“Big Helen” Williams and John C. 
Sigler murdered Marion “Red” 
Stonebraker, the victim’s wife, 
Toretta ML Stonebraker. who al- 
1 y paid them to kill her 
husband, was home cooking sup- 

T, Williams testified Fri ay in 

arke Circuit Court. 

After Red Stonebraker was 
killed, Williams said she returned 
to his home in Cayuga and ate a 
meal which his wife had prepared. 

“I told her it was over with,” 
Williams said. 

Stonebraker, who is charged 
with murder and aiding and induc- 
ing and causing murder, listened 
attentively while Williams testified 
about how Stonebraker “set up” 
her husband’s murder. 

Sigler, the widow's cousin, is 
scheduled for trial in the same 
Parke Circuit Courtroom on March 
4. He is charged with murder and 
conspiracy to commit murder. 

liams, who lived with Mrs. 
| Stonebraker for six years, said she 
had known her 15 years. She gave 
Loretta money from her paycheck 
and continued giving her money 
after Lanett married Stonebraker, Tribune-Star/Bonnie Jeffery 
she said “BIG HELEN” WILLIAMS +: 
State’s star witness Se 


= 


DO nor 


Red Stonebraker, who worked at 
General Motors in Danville, Ill., 
earned $28,000 a year and had 
. several life-i ya policies, 
Parke County secutor James O. 
Hanner said Thursday. 
liams said that in 1983, when 
she ived with Brenda Gossett in a 
| trailer in Cayuga, Loretta visited 
her. “She came out and asked me 
to do her a favor. She [Loretta] 
wanted me to do away with her 
_husband. She offered me $1,500,” 
Williams said. 

Stonebraker said “she didn’t love 

him and wanted to get out of debt” 
and she promised she would ay 

Williams after she had collecte 

her husband's insurance lisien 

Wiliams said Friday. 

Sigler and Williams, who both 
worked for Drago Amusements at 
the Vermillion County Fair, were 
friends. They mud wrestled at a 
benefit for Lisa Bennett, a Cayuga 
girl who was a patient in Riley 
Children’s Hospital, Williams said. 

At meee request, Sigler was 

included in the scheme with an 
offer of $2,500 for the two to kill 
Stonebraker, Williams said. “We 
didn’t agree [to do it].” 

On Feb. 8, 1984, Williams was 
fired from her job with the Cayuga 
Water Department. Two days later, 
Loretta offered her and Sigler 
$3,000 to kill Red, she said. On 
Feb. 13, after talking with Sigler, 
Williams said she in'talked to 
Loretta: “That’s when we decided 
to do away with her) husband,” 
Williams said. 3 
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Loretta “set up” her husband to 
go with her and Sigler to steal a 
pig, Williams said. Sigler took his 
.22 caliber rifle, she said. -~ 

Stonebraker, in his truck, 
followed Williams and Sigler. to 
Indiana 234 by the Blue Goose coal 
mine near Lodi, Williams said. Red 
locked his truck and got in the car 
with her and Sigler, she said. 

Williams said she drove to the 
hog lot. “They told me to get | lost for 
15 or 20 minutes,” she said 

According to Williams, she drove 
away and came back later. “That’s 
when I seen John [Sigler]. It was 
dark. He told me it was over with,” 
she added. 

Williams said Loretta had in- 
structed them to get the $50 her 
husband had in his pocket. „She 
said Sigler threw “Red’s” coin purse 
on the seat of her car. 

According to Williams, they re- 
moved the money and threw. the 
purse into the Wabash River on 
their way back to Loretta’s house in 
Cayuga. She said after they re- 
turned to Stonebraker’s home: she 
told Loretta her husband was dead 
and gave her the money. “I threw 
the $50 on the bed and told her I 
wanted $20 of it. I wanted some 
beer,” she said. 

Red Stonebraker was found 8 hot 
to death Feb. 25, 1984, in a hog lot 
near Lodi. 

Williams is e d to continue 
her testimony when trial resumes 


at 9-a.m. Monday. 
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By Patricia Pastore’ ii 
Tribune-Star Correspondent ` 


ROCKVILLE — Kinsey Institute Executive 
Director June Reinisch, Bloomington, may be 
called as a witness for the defense in the murder 
trial of Loretta M. Stonebraker in Parke Circuit 
Court next week. E. 

_ Reinisch is one of 138 witnesses attorney 
Stephen L. Trueblood, Terre Haute, has listed 
to make appearances in defense of the 
Vermillion County mother of four who is 
charged with ordering the death of her 
husband, Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker. 

__ In testimony last week, Helen L. “Big Helen” 
Williams, who lived with Mrs. Stonebraker for 
six years, said that Mrs. Stonebraker had hired 
her and John C. Sigler to kill her husband. 

Mrs. Stonebraker is charged with murder and 
aiding, inducing and causing murder. Sigler, 

her copsin. is scheduled to be tried in the same 


H Parke’ County Courtroom © h 4. He is 


charged with murder and conspiracy to commit 


` murder. ] ¿2 
` On Thursday, Prosecutor James O. Hanner 


| told a jury of seven women and five men that . 
after Mrs.- a divorced her first 


| husband, Stonebra brother Miles, Williams 
| moved in with her a ad “they hada relationship 
nn E 


| be | a EA = d ep i | 
archer may testify 


9 
that lasted five or six “years.” 
Stonebraker’s slaying, Williams moved in wit! 
the widow. 

Trueblood contends there is no lesbian 
relationship between Mrs. Stonebraker and 
Williams. 

Williams said while she and Mrs. 
Stonebraker were vacationing in Florida in 
early February 1984, they “slept in the same 
bed.” She said Stonebraker wanted to go with 
them but his wife told him there was not enough 
room in the car. Mrs. Stonebraker’s mother 
vacationed with them, the big woman said. 

Williams said the defendant approached her 
several times about killing her husband and 
asked her to’contact Sigler. She said she and 
Sigler went to Mrs. Stonebraker’s house and 
discussed killing Stonebraker. 

On Friday Williams said Mrs. Stonebraker 
came to her home in July or August 1983 and 
offered her $1,500 to “do away with her 
husband.” , i 


“In February 1984, Williams Bald hy Mrs. 
“Stonebraker promised to pay her and Sigler ~ 


$3,000 after collecting money» from 
Stonebraker’s life, insurance policies, On Feb. 
13, after talking with Sigler, Williams said she 
talked to Mrs. Stonebraker again and the plan 
was made. F’ 

Williams said she and Sigler were to go with 
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Stonebraker tg steal a pig, as arranged by Mrs. 
Stonebraker. Williams said Sigler took his .22- 
caliber rifle. _ = vx 

On Feb. 24, 1984, Mrs. Stonebraker gave 
Williams two ice picks, which she suggested 
they use to murder her husband, Williams said. 
She said she rolled them up in her coveralls. 

Williams said Stonebraker, in his truck, 
followed the pair to Indiana 234 by the Blue 
Goose coal mine near Lodi. She said 
Stonebraker locked his truck and got in 
William’s car with her and Sigler. Sin 

At the hog lot, Williams said she left as 
instructed. She returned later. “That’s when I 
saw John [Sigler]. It was dark. He told me it 
was over with,” she added. “ee 

Stonebraker’s body was discovered by Art 
Uplinger, a farmer, on Feb. 25, 1984, in th hog 
lot near Lodi. i ie ; 


On Friday, Dean Hawley, Indiana University 


School of Medicine associate professor of 


tonebraker’s scalp. He said the muzzle of the 
weapon used to kill Stonebraker was “close to 


pathology, said he had examined a le ofthe 
the back of the head” because gunpowder was 


deposited in the wound. ; <$ 
Williams is expected to continue her 
testimony when the trial resumes at 9 a.m. 
Mondav in Rockville. EN 
RETES p 
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cash to pay her, accomplice 


By Patricia Pastore 
Fribune. Star Staff Reporter 


_ ROCKVILLE — Loretta M. 

, who is on trial for 

ee er, paid her husband’s killers 

$3,000 in cash after she had 

collected the money from two of his 
life-insurance policies, Helen L. 

“Big Helen” Williams testified in 
Parke Circuit ‘Court on Monday. 

Williams, 39, a former carnival 
worker, said she knew about 
$25,000 and $30,000 life-insurance 
policies, before she agreed to help 
Lore tta “do away with” her 
husbai d, Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker. he said, 
Stonebraker paid her in several 
installments. 

On Friday, Williams testified 
that she and the widow's cousin, 
John C. Sigler, 21, Kingman, took 
Red Stonebraker to a ho lot near 

di where Sigler killed with 


a RS rifle. ; 
Stonebraker, 43, Cayuga, is 
charged with murder and aiding 
and inducing and causing murder. 
Sigler, who is charged with murder 
and conspiracy to commit murder, 
is scheduled for trial March 4. 
Williams testified that she had a 
relationship with both Loretta and 
Sue Stonebraker Kinderman, the 
widow’s daughter. She said Sue 
was 14 when she started “going 
with her” and during the five-year 
period in the 1970s she lived with 
Loretta. Kinderman is also the 
daughter of Miles Stonebraker, 
Red’s brother. The widow and 
Williams had a sexual relationship 


for about 1% years until late July . 


1984, accordin; 
Although 


to Williams. 
illiams had been» 


Defense Attorney Stephen L. 
Trueblood, Terre Haute, said, 
“You’re not involved with men in 
any way 

ONO, Rin gay. ” Williams replied. 
Trueblood asked Williams what 
made her become a state’s witness. 
“The only thing} got promised, the 


` death penalty would be dropped,” 


she said. 

Stonebraker has not collected 
$41,250 in life-insurance benefits 
from Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co., New York, which is a policy 
Red Stonebraker carried through 
his employer, General Moters cen- 
tral foundry divison, Danville, Ill., 
according to Linda J. Rayburn, who 
is in charge of employee benefits at 


the Danville plant. She said the 


money is being held in escrow in 


married twice, she told the j fry she“ Vermillion Circuit Court until Red 


was not interested in men. 
she had used her marriages 
Quentin Rouse and Leroy Boyd 
a cover-up. 


in 


he said _ Stonebraker’s estate is settled. 


Williams is scheduled to con- 


tinue her testimony at 9:30..a.m. 


today in Parke Circuit Court. 
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By ‘Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Tuesday's court 


session in the Loretta M. 


Stonebraker murder trial was 
postponed because the jury 
couldn’t get through the snow. 

y Travel is a special consideration 
in the case, because the jury 


members must travel daily from . 


Putnam County. 

Parke Circuit Judge Earl Dowd 
postponed court at 7 a.m. Tuesday 
after learning from the Parke 
County Sheriffs Department that 
jurors were unable to make the 


Was 
ee jurors called and said 
they couldn’t get out of their 
driveways, and they had four- 
wheel drives,” Parke Sheriffs 
Matron Darla Eslinger said. 
- The judge, who is presiding over 
his first trial in which the jury has 
been selected from another county, 
said no special provisions had been 
made to transport jurors, althougl 
he had advised them to travel in 
car pools. A 
Stonebraker. \a 43-year-old. 


to murder trial 


Vermillion County woman, is. 
charged with murder and aiding, 
inducing and causing mürder. She | 
allegedly “conspired with Helen, 
“Big Helen” Williams, 39, Cayuga, | 
and her cousin, John C. Sigler, 217” 
Kingman, to murder her husband, : 
Marion Stonebraker. Stonebraker: 
was found shot to death Feb, 25,’ 
1984, in a hog lot near Lodi 
In testimony Monday, Wil 
said Stonebraker plotted since: 
1983 to kill her husband | llect; 
his life insurance. Wil also. 
said she is gay and admitted’ 
having a 1%-year sexual rela-* 
tionship with Mrs. Stonebraker. |» 
Williams said she signed a state-, 
ment Sept. 9, 1984, which in: 
criminated her and explained in, 
detail how the widow and Sigler, 
were involved in Stonebraker’s: 
murder. is 
Williams testified she isn’t a 
violent person, but admitted she 
once smashed windshields out “of* 
seven automobiles parked at her 
brother’s garage after she drank 21 
shots of whiskey. Br ° 
If the jury can get to court today, 
Williams is scheduled to resume 
testimony at 9 am. , , Da 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


ROCKVILLE — Despite defense 
attempts to discredit the prosecu- 
tion’s key witness, Helen L. “Big 
Helen” Williams did not deviate - 
from earlier testimony that she and 
a man were hired by Loretta M. 
Stonebraker to murder Marion L. 
“Red” Stonebraker. 

Stonebraker, a 43-year-old 
Vermillion County woman on trial 
for her husbands murder, is 
charged with murder and aiding, 
inducing and causing murder. 

John C. Sigler, Kingman, who is 
charged with murder and con- 
spiracy to commit murder, is 
scheduled for trial March 4. 

Williams admitted Thursday 
that she had lied about her rela- 


tionship with the widow and their . 


activities when police officials 
questioned Cayuga residents last 
March. 

“J lied about most of the stuff 
down to our house,” she said about 
statements made prior to her 
arrest. 

Defense attorney Stephen L. 
Trueblood, displaying a copy of 
Williams’ ‘confession, asked her if 
she had written it. She said she 
couldn’t write it nor read it. A 
woman taking dictation “wrote 
what I told her,” Big Helen said. 

The defense attorney asked why 
the statement did not contain 
information about Loretta giving 
her ice ping which were to be used 
to kill Red Stonebraker. Williams 
said she had forgotten to tell the 
woman to write it when she 
dictated the statement Sept. 9. 

Williams said that two days after 
she was arrested she told Sherift 
Mike Eslingepi she, wanted to con- 
fess ring he her ‘co cience was 
bothering her. 7 


DO NOT 


“It bothered you so much that 
you lied to the policemen,” 
Trueblood said referring to state- 
ments she made in March 1984. 


Williams again admitted she had, 


lied at that time. Trueblood sug- 
gested her conscience was not a 
problem to her in July or August. 


“My conscience was bothering 
me all the time after this hap- 
pened,” she said. 


Williams repeated her story 
about how Loretta Stonebraker 
convinced her husband to go with 
her and Sigler to steal a hog after 
Loretta had allegedly conspired 
with them to murder Stonebraker. 


Stonebraker was found shot to 
death in a hog lot near Lodi. His 
body was discovered Feb. 25, 1984, 
‘by a local farmer. 


When Trueblood asked her 4 
identify ,directions on a ma 
Williams said she knew north Er 
south but got mixed up on east and 
west. She uses land marks to 
identify her locations. 


He asked repeated questions 
about Williams’ lesbian lifestyle. 
He introduced a picture of Williams 
and Brenda Gossett and asked her 
about it. 

“That's a picture of me and 
Brenda,” she answered. 

Trueblood asked,“Where was 
this photograph taken.” , 

She said,“After ` our wedding 
August 8, 1981.” 

In the photo, Williams is wearing 
a man’s blue suit and Gossett is 
wearing a traditional white wed- 

-ding gown. Last week, Williams 
testified Gossett moved: out of 
Williams’ home in 1983 after 
Loretta Stonebraker had started 
„Visiting her again. Williams also 
said she and Loretta Storebror 
had a sexual relationship whi 
Red Stonebraker was still li 
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star’s testimony 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Rhea Bil- 
ingsiey, who socialized with Helen 
“Big Helen” Williams, testified she 
convinced Williams to confess her 
role in the alleged murder scheme 
for which Loretta M. Stonebraker 
is on trial. 

Billingsley, a correctional officer 
at the us Penitentiary, Terre 
Haute, also testified in Parke 
Circuit Court on Friday that she 
anonymously tipped law enforce- 
ment officials to information which 
led to the arrest of John C. Sigler, 
Williams and Loretta Stonebraker 
for the Feb. 24, 1984 murder of 
Marion L. “Red”.Stonebraker. ' 

Loretta Stonebraker showed lit- 
tle emotion while Billingsley con- 
firmed prior testimony by 
Williams, the prosecution’s star 
witness. Both Stonebraker and 
Williams are charged with murder 
and aiding, inducing and causing 
murder. Sigler, Loretta’s 21-year- 
old cousin, is charged with murder 
and conspiracy to commit murder. 

Billingsley, a former truck 
driver, said during a conversation 
in August 1983, Williams confided 
that Loretta wanted her husband 
killed. “H [Big Helen] told me, ‘You 
aren't going to believe what Loretta 
has asked me.’ She [Helen] said, 
‘She [Loretta] asked me to kill 
Red,” Billingsley said Friday. ` 

Before Stonebraker was 
murdered, Williams discussed two 
other conversations with Bill- 
ingsley, including one in which 
Williams told her that Loretta had 
“upped the amount of money” to 
have Red killed. 

__On Feb. 23, 1984, Billingsley 
said she went to Loretta’s home 
and asked Williams to accompany 
her the next wet ay on a truck 
trip to California. Billingsley said 
Loretta asked her to leave later on 
the night of Feb. 24 because 
Williams was going to do her a 
favor, 00 M teas 
On Feb. 25, Stonebraker’s body 
was found in a hog lot near Lodi. 
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He was shot after his wife 
promised to pay Williams and 
Sigler $3,000 to kill him, Williams 
testified. The motive for murder’ 
was insurance money and Loretta 
also said she “did not love Red any’ 
more,” Williams testified earlier. + 


According to Billingsley, she 
made her California run as, 
scheduled and when she returned 
March 3 she went to Loretta’s home, 
to see Williams. “H told me they’ 
had killed Red Stonebraker, her. 
and Johnny [Sigler],” she said. t 

According to Billingsley,’ 
Williams and Loretta Stonebraker. 
were having a relationship in 1983. ' 

Williams used Stonebraker’s 
death as 27 of Poing 
Loretta, Billingsley ‚said.; ‚When 
Williams rn es 
somewhere with her, “H would say, 
‘Remember the favor I did for you.” 
Loretta would say, ‘H you’re talkin’ 
too much,” Billingsley said. 


Williams and Loretta had a 
problem because Williams learned 
the widow had met a man at BJ’s 
Bar in Cayuga, Billingsley said. 

On Thursday. Williams said 
Loretta Stonebraker wanted her to 
move out because “people in town 
were talking” about their connec- 
tion with Red’s murder. She said 
she got a job with the carnival. 


Before she became a correctional 
officer, Billingsley said she called 
police and told them who killed Red 
Stonebraker. She said she visited 
Williams in jail and talked her into 
confessing. “I explained to her how 
serious this was. She agreed. H 
told me she was having troyble 
sleeping. My advice to her was to 
get it off her chest.” 

On September 9, 1984, Williams 
spent 2% to 3 hours dictating her 
confession, Billingsley said. She 
said she agreed to help her make 
a written statement because 
Williams couldn’t write. pe 

Williams gave her confession 
‚with the expectation that she 
would not, get the electric chair, 
Billingsley. said. MEL ie eo 
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TsFEB17 195 
By Patricia Pastore ' Í 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Loretta M. Stonebraker’s 
murder trial in Parke Circuit Court, which 
began Feb. 4, is expected to continue two 
more weeks. 

Stonebraker, a 43-year-old Vermillion 
County woman, allegedly conspired with 
Helen “Big Helen” Williams and John C. 
Sigler to murder her husband, Marion L. 
“Red” Stonebraker, who was found shot to 
death Feb. 25, 1984, in a Parke County hog 


ot. 

Defense attorney Stephen Trueblood is 
expected to continue cross-examination of 
Rhea K. Billingsley, a correctional officer at 
the U.S. Penitentiary, Terre Haute, when 
court resumes at 9 a.m. Monday. ' 
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Only eight of 50 possible witnesses for the 
prosecution have been called ‘since 
testimony before Judge Earl Dowd and a t$- 


member jury, composed of Putnam County. 


residents, began Feb. 7. 
In January, Parke County Prosecutor 


a 


z 
y 


b ke 
or. trial 


James O. Hanner said about 20 persons’ 


would testify for the state. 
Among witnesses who may be called to 


‘testify this week are Elsie Sigler, mother of 


John Sigler; Indiana State Police lab 
techinician James Verily; Parke County 
Sheriffs Detective Sgt. John Britton; and 
Miles Sherman Stonebraker, who is Red 
Stonebraker’s brother and once was married 
to Loretta Stonebraker. 

„witnesses whom Trueblood may 


sexual behavior expert, June 
Reinisch, eteraite Aretr of the Kinsey 


Inst tute. Other potential witnesses include 
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Dr. Sam- Schnitzer, Terre Haute, who is a 
harmacological expert, and John Sigler, if 
e waives his Fifth Amendment right. 


- Sigler, who faces charges of murder and 


to commit murder, is scheduled 
4 arch 4 in the same courtroom. 
Williams, the state’s star witness, said 
she and Sigler agreed to kill Stonebraker for 
$3,000, which Loretta Stonebraker 

romised to pay them after EAR Ti her 
fukbaitds life-insurance money. Williams 
said Mrs. Stonebraker “set up” her husband 
to go with Williams and Sigler to steal a pig. 
Only Sigler, who had a .22-caliber rifle, and 
Red Stonebraker were at the scene when the 
murder occurred, Williams said. 

During cross-examination, Williams 
testified she made an. yaa Ee confession 
and, in fact, received only $2,500. She said 
she gave $1,000 to Sigler, kept $1,500 and 
that “Loretta said she would pay Johnny 
[Sigler] $500.” | S 

Both Loretta and her daughter,- Sue 
Stonebraker Kinderman, had sexual rela- 
tionships with Williams during their 15- 
year friendship, Williams told the jury. The 
affair with Loretta Stonebraker commenced 
prior to her husband’s death and continued 
until July 1984, Williams said. 

In March 1984, police set up a command 
post in the Cayuga Firehouse and Williams 
was among persons they interviewed. She 
admitted lying to those officers about hèr 
relationship with Loretta Stonebraker and 
her involvement in Red Stonebraker’s 
murder. 5 f 

On Friday, Billingsley, who is a friend 
and confidante of Williams’, said Wiliams 


. told her that she and Sigler had murdered 


Red Stonebraker. 


a 


State’ S witnesses build murder case 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


Since Feb. 7, eight persons have 
testified in the trial of Loretta M. 


e io is accused of 
g to have her husband, 
Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker, 
killed. 

- All eight have been called to the 
witness stand by Prosecutor James 
O. Hanner. A summary of what the 
12-member jury has heard thus 
far the time of death as being 14 
hours prior to the time the body 
was discovered. Sankey said she 
removed a portion of Stonebraker’s 
skull and sent it and the piece of 
his scalp to a forensic pathologist in 
Bloomington. 

__@ Forensic Pathologist Dr. Dean 
Hawley, associate professor of 
patho ogy, Indiana University 


school of Kaine! Told Ehe, court 
he examined tissue removed from 
Stonebraker’s body and also 
studied a copy of Sankey’s aur 
report. He-ruled the death a 
homicide and said gun owder was 
found in the Poa indicating the 
muzzle of the gun was close to the 
back of Stonebraker’s headwhen it 
was fired. 
# e ae a Central, Foun- 
ry employee Linda Rayburn, 
Danville. Ill.: Testifved 
Stonebraker was employed at the» 
foundry for 24 years. Rayburn, who 
said she is in charge of employee 
insurance benefits, said Loretta 
Stonebraker applied for her 
husband’s $41,250 life-insurance 
benefit March 12, 1984. A surviv- 
ing spouse is also "entitled to death 
benefits of $300 per month until 
death, remarriage or age 62, she 
said. According to Rayburn the life- 
insurance benefits have been paid, 
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account until Red Stonebraker’s 
estate is settled. 

e Helen L. “Big Helen” Williams, 
Cayuga: Told the jury she and John 
Sigler agreed to the murder-for- 
hire scheme which she said Loretta 
Stonebraker planned. Williams 
testified she is gay and admitted to 
sexual relationships with both 
Loretta Stonebraker, and the 
widow’s daughter. She said Loretta 
Stonebraker was cooking supper 


“- for her and Sigler while they were 


‘ageing Red Stonebraker. 

@’Rhea K. Billingsley, a correc: 
tional 6fficer at the U.S. Peniten- 
tiary, Tere Haute: Testified Fri- 
day that she was instrumental in 
getting Williams to confess her role 
in Stonebraker’s murder. She said 
she wrote the confession as 
hiap dictated it to her at the 
jail. 


Loretta denies role 


in murd 


ROCKVILLE —“ ‘Loretta M. 
Stonebraker, testifying inher own 
defense Wednesday, denied .she 
had plotted with anyone or füted 
two persons to murder Her 


husband, Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker. 
Loretta Stonebraker, 43, is 


with murder and aiding, 
inducing and causing murder. She 
allegedly paid John C. Sigler, her 
cousin, and Helen “Big Helen” 
Williams to murder her husband so 
she could collect his insurance 
benefits. Stonebraker was found 
shot to death Feb. 25, 1984, in a 
hog lot near Lodi. , 
nebraker said she loved her 
husband. Although they quarreled, 
their relationship had improved 
two weeks prior to his death, she 
said. “The last two weeks that we 
was together, it was the best two 
weeks we ever had.” 

Wiliams told the jury last week 
that Mrs. Stonebraker had asked 
her several times since August 
1983 to do away with Red. She said 
that in February 1984, after Loret- 
ta offered her and Sigler $3,000, 
they agreed to do the killing. 

Loretta Stonebraker denied 
Wednesday ever having a homosex- 
ual affair with Wiliams. She 
admitted Williams had lived in the 
same house with her before and 
after she married Stonebraker, but 
she said they never slept in the 
same bed. Williams lived with her 
in 1975 in Catlin, Dl., in a home 
wes by Loretta’s boyfriend, 

b Beaubois, but she said Helen 
slept in a double bed with both of 
her daughters. 

The prosecution introduced pic- 
tures of Williams and Mrs. 
Stonebraker which were taken in 
the Stonebraker home near 
Cayuga. In one picture, Loretta is 
sitting on Williams’ lap. Her skirt 
is up and Williams’ hand is on her 
bare thigh. 


Mrs. Stonebraker said they were 
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Takes w an 
just “clowning around.” 

Deputy prosecutor Clelland Han- 
ner asked, “Didn’t you know Helen 
had her hand on your leg?” 


Stonebraker said, “Yes, I knew 
she had her hand on my leg,” 
adding that she was not concerned 
about the pictures because her 
daughter had taken them. 


Loretta wanted her husband’s 
killers to use ice picks, Williams 
told the jury last week Mrs. 
Stonebraker denied having had 
any conversation about ice picks or 
ever having them in her home. 

The prosecution ‘contends Mrs. 
Stonebraker had her husband 
killed to collect about $230,000 in 
insurance. She said she did not 
know he had that much insurance 
although under cross examination 
she admitted she made out checks 
to pay some insurance premiums 
for her husband. i 

Hanner asked Loretta how 
many homes in which she had lived 
had burned and he asked if they 
were insured. 

“Off hand I don’t know,” she 
replied. i 
e suggested at least five of her 
residences had burned while she 
was living in them. She admitted 
five of her homes did burn. 
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By Patricia Pastore ~ 
une-Star Correspondent 


=- ROCKVILLE — A .22-caliber 
rifle with a sawed-off stock, which 
the prosecution claims is the 
weapon John C. Sigler used to 
murder Marion L. Stonebraker, 
was identified as Sigler’s gun by 
two witnesses at 


butt which had been removed. 
“The rifle was in Sigler’s 
possession when Stonebraker was 
murdered, Hutts told the jury. “I 
requested the gun back, so I could 
finish the stock, is the reason I got 
it back,” he said, referring to how 
he regained possession of the 
weapon. Under cross examination, 
Hutts admitted in March 1984 he 


? Lorett. . told law-enforcement officers that 
Stonebraker’s murder trial Mon- “Siglers gun had been in his 


Rita Crowder, Tangier, and her 
brother, William Leroy Hutts, both 
testified the weapon belonged to 
‘Sigler. 

i Bec. who admitted she was 
Sigler’s girlfriend, said that on Feb. 
13 or 14, 1984, Sigler came to stay 
with her for a few days. She said 
when he opened his suitcase the 
un was inside. The night 
Stonebraker was killed, Sigler put 
the gun in Crowder’s bedroom 
window where it remained for 

three or four days, she said. 
- Hutts said he owned a “fix-it” 
shop and Sigler aught the 
weapon to him in 1983 to have the 
stock repaired. He said he was 
_ present when the stock was cut off 
the rifle. “John did it,” he said 
i the gun 


ent - 


possession since January. 

Last week Helen “Big Helen” 
Williams also identified the rifle as 
the gun Sigler had with him the 
night Stonebraker was killed. She 
said Sigler had that gun at his side 
when she dropped him and 
Syonebreter off at the hog lot near 


i 
Wiliams said she drove for a 
while and when she returned only 
Sigler got into the car with her. He 
had the rifle and Stonebraker’s 
coin purse with him, she said. 
‚According to Williams, Mrs. 
Stonebraker gave her husband $55 
before he was murdered. She said 
that Red Stonebraker spent $5 for 
gas and had two $20s and a $10 
ert. x $ : 


Parke County Detective Sgt. 
John Britton said in March 1984 
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der weapon 


Mrs. Stonebraker told him she had 
given her husband some money on 
the night of Feb. 24. “She told us 
she gave him two twenties, a ten 
and a five,” he said. 

Defense attorney Stephen 
Trueblood asked Britton if he had 
made an error in his testimony 
about the denominations of the 
money. He said the statements 
made to law-enforcement officers 
in March by Mrs. Stonebraker were 
taped and he had transcripts of the 
interviews. Britton said, “All of 
Loretta Stonebraker’s conversation 
was not taped.” 

Jean DeVerter, former employee 
of Deverter Bros. Funeral Home in 
Cayuga, said she had a conversa- 
tion Feb. 6, 1984, with Loretta 
Stonebraker. DeVerter was 
employed at Scotty’s Waterbed 
Store in Danville, Ill., when “Loret- 
ta and H [Williams] came into the 
store and bought some conditioner 
for Loretta’s waterbed. 

“Loretta said, ‘I don’t like my 
husband at all and I’m going to get- 
rid of him,” DeVerter said, adding 
that she thought at the time that 
Mrs. Stonebraker “just didn’t want 
to stay married any more.” j 

Trial continues at 9 a.m. today in 
Parke Circuit Court. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Death benefits 
from 12 insurance polices on which 
LorettaM. Stonebraker was named 
beneficiary in the event of her 
husband, Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker’s death, totaled more 
than $230,000, according to 
evidence introduced Tuesday in 
Parke Circuit Court. 

Before the state rested its case 
against Mrs. Stonebraker, on trial 
for hiring two persons to kill her 
husband, Prosecutor James O. 
Hanner showed the jury copies of 
insurance policies from five com- 

anies which were payable to Mrs. 

tonebraker. 

Last week, Helen “Big Helen” 
Williams, who is the state’s star 
witness, said Loretta Stonebraker 
asked her and John C. Sigler to kill 
Red Stonebraker so Loretta could 
collect his insurance money. 
Williams admitted to plotting with 
Sigler and Mrs. Stonebraker “to do 


awai wi i 
illiams said Mrs. Stonebraker 
paid her $2,500 for her role in the 
murder scheme. Williams said she 
accompanied Mrs. Stonebraker to 
the Fountain County Trust Co. 
branch bank in Kingman on July 8, 
1984. Williams waited in the car 
while Loretta Stonebraker 
transacted her business in the 
bank, she said. i 
“That’s when she gave me m 
money. I got $1,700 — 34 $50 bills, 
_ Williams said. g 5 
Phyllis Canfield, a bank teller at 
the Kingman branch, testified that 
bank records indicated Loretta 


ile 
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Insurance payout. 
large: Prosecutor 


Stonebraker deposited a $20,000 
check from Rockford Life Insurance 
Co. on July 9, 1984. 

Loretta Stonebraker requested 
$5,000 in cash and that $15,000 be 
deposited in her account, Canfield 
said. Mrs. Stonehraker received 
$4,000 in $50 bills, she said. 


Williams, a former carnival: 


worker, said Marilyn Ross, who 
employed her to run concessions in 
July 1984 at the Vermillion County 
Fair, exchanged $400 in $50 bills 
for smaller bills. Ross testified 
Tuesday that “I bought eight $50 
bills from Helen.” 

Ross told the jury Wiliams was 
“a very good worker, very depen- 
dable and very honest.” Although 
she said Helen was not a violent 
person, she did admit Williams was 
among eight persons who were 
asked to leave the carnival because 
they were fighting. 

After the prosecution rested its 
case, defense Attorney Stephen 
Trueblood requested a motion for 
mistrial. He said Parke County 
Detective Sgt. John Britton did not 
reveal he had taken notes when he 
and Indiana State Police in- 
vestigator Dan Clevenger ques- 
tioned Loretta Stonebraker at the 
Cayuga Firehouse in March 1984. 

ritton said he was under the 
impression that tapes and notes 
taken at the firehouse were ex- 
cluded from a subsequent court 
order. 

The judge overruled the motion 
for mistrial but ordered Britton’s 
notes be turned over to the defense 
counsel, r 

Trueblood is scheduled to call his 
first witness for the defense when 
court resumes at 9 a.m. today. 
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Murder-for-hire trial.) „ie 
Stonebraker admits to collecting "benefi fits 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


ROCKVILLE Loretta M. 
Stonebraker has received nearly 
$100,000 of her husband’s in- 
surance death benefits, she said 
Thursday in a packed Parke 
Circuit Courtroom. 

Stonebraker, on trial for murder, 
allegedly hired John C. Sigler, her 
cousin, and Helen “Big Helen” 
Williams to kill Marion L. “Red” 
~Storebreker so she could-collect his 

insurance. She oetharged with 19 
murder and aiding, inducing and 
causing murder. 

When Red Stonebraker’s body 
was discovered Feb. 25, 1984, his 
wife was sole beneficiary of about 
$230,250 in insurance benefits. He 
was found shot to death in a hog lot 
near Lodi. 


Stonebraker contends she never 
wanted her husband killed. But 
.she admitted that after she was 
charged with murder, her 
daughter, Sue Kinderman, cashed 
a $26,000 insurance check for her 
at the Cayuga branch of the 
Clinton State Bank. “They cashed 
it and they kept the mone there” 
at the home in Cayuga, she said. 

Deputy prosecutor Clelland Han- 
ner asked if the insurance company 
stopped payment on that check and 
requested pay pas of the money. 


LORETTA M. STONEBRAKER 
Takes stand again 


“I don’t know. I’ve been in jail,” 
Stonebraker said. She said she had 
received more than $50,000 from 
another insurance company and 
did not put it in the bank either. 


In addition to the cash benefits, 
Stonebraker said other types of 
insurance paid the balance owed on 
her 1982 automobile. A loan at 
Commercial Credit Corp., Danville, 
Ill., was paid off and the balance on 
her husband’s pick-up also was 
paid. | 

Williams, the state’s star wit- 

f F 
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ness, said she and Sigler agree aan 


kill Red Stonebraker for $3,000, 
which Loretta promised to pay 
them from insurance money she 
planned to collect. 

Williams testified Loretta 
wanted her to kill Stonebraker 
with an ice pick and had provided 
Williams wit sr ice picks the day 
she and Sigler murdered 
Stonebraker. She said Stonebraker 
removed the picks from a door 
jamb, where they were holding up 
an electrical cord, and gave them to 


On Wednesday, ‘Stonebraker de- 
nied having a conversation’ with 
Williams about ice picks and said 
there were “no ice picks over the 
door ever.” 

Hanner produced a picture of 
Williams and Stonebraker stand- 
ing in a doorway embracing. In the 
door jamb was what appeared to be 
an ice pick with an electrical cord 
draped over it. 

Stonebraker admitted the objects 
in the picture looked like ice picks 
and she admitted the picture was 
taken in her home in early 
February 1984. 

Last week, Williams told the jury 
she was a lesbian and had had a 
sexual relationship with both 
Loretta Stonebraker and her 
daughter. Helen was like family 
and there was no homosexual affair 
betwen them, Stonebraker said. 
Rhea Billingsley and Jan Bush, 


whereabouts on Feb. 25, 


Altairs E Ie 

they are a lesbian 
couple, Min said they socialized 

Loretta and Williams at BJ’s 
bar in Ca ayuga and at Stonebraker’s 
home. Billingsley said Loretta and 
Williams danced together at the 
bar and held hands. 

Hanner asked Stonebraker if she 
knew Helen had tattoos on her 
body. He said the name “Loretta” 
appeared on one of Helen’s newer 
tattoos. The widow first denied 
knowing about the artwork on 
Williams’ body, but then said there 
were other family members’ nomes- 
tattooed on Williams. ~ ~~ 

‘While testifying about Kor. 
Stonebraker said she didn’ t believe 
Williams killed her husband. “I 


‘don’t think Helen had anything to 


do with it either,” she said. ` 

Reilla M. Darby, the mother of 
Williams’ former lover, Brenda 
Gossett, said when she and Loretta 
Stonebraker were co- -owners of a 
Cayuga tavern, Williams ‘ ‘decided 
that I was going to be her lover.” 
She said when she rejected 
Williams’ proposal, “she [Bi 
Helen] banged her head on a bric 
street” and injured herself so 
severely that she was taken to St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital in Danville, 
Il., for treatment. 


1984, 


Darby, who said she is a relative - 


of Loretta Stonebraker, will re- 
sume her testimony at 9 *a.m. 
today. , aun 7 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Loretta N, 
Stonebräker, on trial for murdering 
her husband, kept $26,000 of her 
husband’s death-insurance 
benefits to hire an attorney for 
herself and gave the rest of the 
money to family members, her 
daughter testified Friday in Parke 
Circuit Court. 

Deanne Stonebraker Atterbury, 
prevently living in her mother’s 

ome, said she and her sister, Sue 
Kinderman, signed her mother’s 
name to an insuraäfce check Sept. 
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8, cashed it at Citizens te fm 
in Cayuga and used the money to 
obtain an attorney to defend her 
mother. 

Stonebraker, who allegedly hired 
Helen “Big Helen” Williams and 
her cousin John C. Sigler to kill 
Marion L. Stonebraker, was ar- 
rested Sept. 7, 1984. She is charged 
with murder ‘and aiding, inducing 
and causing murder. 

Marion Stonebraker’s body was 
discovered in a rural Parke County 
hog lot Feb. 25, 1984. He was killed 
by a gunshot wound to the back of 

e head. 

Loretta Stonebraker was the 
beneficiary of about $230,250 in 
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Stonebraker admitted Thursday 
she had recieved about $100,000 of 
her husband’s insurance benefits, 
including $76,000 in cash. 

Atterbury said her mother gave 
her $15,000 in July 1984 so she 
could pay off bills and stay at home 
with her young son. She said that 
in September, a week after the 
$26,000 insurance check had been 
cashed, the insurance company 
which issued the check sent a letter 
to stop payment on it. 

Additional testimony, iomat 
terbury conflicted with ear 
statements by correctional o 

(Rhea Billingsley, who _. 


have tipped law-enforce om 

ficers to Williams’ role er 
killing. Billingsley, a former truck 
driver, said left for California 
the day before Stonebraker’s body 
was discovered and did not return 
to the Cayuga area until March 3. 

Atterbury testified Friday that 
she talked to Billingsley in her 
mother’s home on Feb. 25, the day 
Stonebraker’s body was found. 

Alice Stonebraker, the widow’s 
daughter-in-law, said she arrived 
at Stonebraker’s home at about 10 
a.m. Feb. 25 and stayed all aft 
noon. She did not-remember B 
ingsley being there, although sl 
did name ot en :ersons who wer: 
visiting. © ney Re 

Reilla Marlene Syfert Darby, 
Loretta Stonebraker’s cousin, ‘said 
she and Loretta were co-owners of 
a tavern which burned in August 
1978. She said Stonebraker was a 
hard worker, dependable, honest 
and a good asset to the business 
because “she drew men in.” 

On Wednesday, Stonebraker ad- 
mitted five homes she owned had 
burned. She said they were insured 
but she did not make any money on 
them. Defense attorney Stephen L. 
Trueblood said the fires had never 
been under investigation. 

ps a will resume Monday 
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in Stonebraker trial 


ROCKVILLE — The jury has 
heard 22 persons testify since Feb. 
7 in the trial of Loretta 
Stonebraker, accused of hiring two 

rsons to murder her husband, 

arion L. “Red” Stonebraker. 

Last week nine were called to the 
witness stand by Prosecutor James 
O. Hanner and Mrs. Stonebraker 
and seven other persons testified in 
her behalf. 

@ Correctional officer Rhea Bill- 
ingsley, a friend of Helen “Big 
Helen” Williams, said Williams 
admitted to her March 3 that she 
[Williams] and John C. Sigler had 
killed Stonebraker at his wife’s 
request. She also said Loretta and 
Helen had a lesbian relationship. 
After Red’s death they went to BJ’s 
Bar in Cayuga and Helen danced 
and held hands with Loretta. “They 
got along good,” she said. 

è Janice Bush said she lives with 
Billingsley and had known 
Williams for 20 years. She said she, 
Billingsley, Mrs. Stonebraker and 
Williams socialized both at BJ’s bar 
and at Mrs. Stonebraker’s home 
after Stonebraker was killed. 

e Jean DeVerter, former 
employee of DeVerter’s funeral 
home in Cayuga, said on Feb. 6, 
1984, Loretta told her she didn’t 


like her husband and she “was 
going to get rid of him.” 
e Rita Crowder, Sigler’s 


girlfriend, said John was with 
Williams the evening Stonebraker 
was murdered. She also testified 
Sigler owned the .22-caliber rifle 
the prosecutor contends is the 
murder weapon. Sigler was given 
money by Williams after 
Stonebraker was killed, she said. 
© Leroy Hutts, Crowder’s 
brother, said Sigler brought a .22- 
caliber rifle to his fix-it shop. He 
said Sigler had the gun the day 
Stonebraker was shot. 

è Parke County detective Sgt. 
John Britton said during an in- 
terview in March 1984 Mrs. 
Stonebraker said she gave her 
husband two $20 bills and a $10 
bill which he put in his coin purse 
the night he was killed. 

e Cayuga Town Marshall Jerry 
Weir confirmed Britton’s 


testimony. 
@ Marilyn Ross, West Mid- 
dietown, former employer of 


Williams, testified to her good 
character and honesty. 


-@ Indiana State Police in- 


vestigator Dan Clevenger testified 
he had made three attempts to get 
Sigler’s .22-caliber rifle. He said it 
was picked up at Leroy Hutts’ 


residence by John Britton. 

e Phyllis Canfield, a bank teller 
at Fountain Trust Co. in Kingman, 
confirmed Williams’ prior 
testimony that Mrs. Stonebraker 
got $5,000 in cash on July 9, 1984 
at the bank. 

è Loretta Stonebraker said she 
never wanted her husband killed 
and that she loved him. She denied 
plotting with Sigler and Williams 
to kill him for his insurance money, 
saying she was unaware of the 
amount of insurance. The widow 
also denied ever having a homosex- 
ual relationship with Williams. 
About $100,000 in insurance deatn 
benefits have already been paid, 
Mrs. Stonebraker said. She ad- 
mitted about $76,000 was not 
deposited in a bank. She said 
money given Stonebraker prior to 
his death Feb. 24 was two 20s and 
10 ones, she said. She said she 
didn’t think Williams had anything 
to do with her husband’s death. 

e Wesley Trosper, who is 
employed at Green Acres Truck 
Plaza in Cayuga, testified he saw 
Stonebraker the evening of Feb. 24 
but not Williams or Sigler with 


im. 

© Reilla Marlene Syfert Darby, 
Mrs. Stonebraker’s cousin, said she 
and Mrs. Stonebraker were co- 
owners of a bar in Cayuga until it 
burned in 1978 and testified to her 
good character. 

e Tom Turner, Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s half-brother, said he 
saw Mrs. Stonebraker give her 
husband 10 $1 bills and two $20 
bills. She gave him $2,000 of her 
husband’s insurance money. 

© Deanne Atterbury, Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s daughter, said after 
her mother was arrested she 
signed her mother’s name to an 
insurance check for $26,000 and 
cashed it at the Citizen’s State 
bank in Cayuga. According to 
Atterbury the money was used to 
obtain an attorney to defend her 
mother. She also said her mother 
gave her $15,000 in July 1984. 

e Alice Stonebraker, Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s daughter-in-law, 
said she had seen Williams smoke 
pot with her husband Randy. 

e Ed Kinderman, Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s son-in-law, testified 
Stonebraker’s son, Marion L. “Bud” 
Stonebraker,Jr. was at the scene 
soon after nis father’s body was 
discovered. In July 1984 Mrs. 
Stonebraker gave him $2,500. He 


denied having any knowledge of a 


lesbian relationship between Mrs. 
Stonebraker and Williams. 
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By Patricia Pastore bed 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE ] 
Stonebraker’s murder trial, which 
began Feb. 4, is expected to 
continue until Wednesday or 
Thursday in Parke Circuit Court. 

Stonebraker, 
Vermillion County mother of four, 
is on trial for allegedly hiring her 
cousin John C. Sigler and Helen 
“Big Helen” Williams to murder 
her husband, Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker. He was found shot to 
death Feb. 25, 1984, in a hog lot 
near Lodi. 

The prosecution contends Mrs. 
Stonebraker had her husband 
murdered to collect his insurance 
death benefits. The prosecution 
called 22 of 50 possible witnesses. 

On Wednesday Mrs. Stonebraker 
testified in her own defense and 
denied hiring or plotting with 
anyone to murder him. 


a 43-year-old 


Loretta M. i 


A & 


illiams, the state’s star wit- 


ness, said both she and Sigler were 
aid by the widow for their roles in 
tonebraker’s murder. She said 


she had a homosexual relationship | 
iM a 


with Mrs. Stonebraker and her 
daughter, Sue Kinderman. 
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Defense attorney Stephen L. 
Trueblood has attempted to prove 
Williams lied about her 
whereabouts when Stonebraker 
was murdered. 

Among witnesses whom 
Trueblood may yet call are the 
defendant’s mother, Delores 
Pansey White; her aunt Elsie 
Sigler, John Sigler’s mother; her 


cousin Missy Keller; and the de- 
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ceased man’s brother Miles 
Stonebraker, who is Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s former husband. 


Ed Kinderman, Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s son-in-law, said he 
was at the hog lot after 


Stonebraker’s body was discovere 
and it had been moved. r 

Kinderman said his mother-in- 
law gave him $2,500 of the in- 
surance money to buy a new 
vehicle and also gave his wife, Sue, 
$400 to pay for a television set 
which she had gotten from 
Williams. 

In slight discrepancies of 
testimony, Williams said after 
Stonebraker was murdered she 
and Kinderman went to a gas 
station on Indiana 234 near 
Cayuga, after midnight, where she 
purchased soft drinks. Kinderman 
said they drove around the gas 
station but Williams did not go 
inside. 

After the defense witnesses have 
completed their testimony, both 
attorneys will argue pertinent facts 
before the jury. After closing argu- 
ments, Judge Earl Dowd will give 
instructions to the jury before they 
are sequestered to determine the 
outcome of the trial. 

Testimony will resume at 9 a.m. 
Monday. 
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Relatives benefit, 
testimony shows 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Relatives who 
have testified in retta N. 
S ’s behalf hared 
insurance death benefits the defen- 
dant received after her husband 
was killed. 

Only $17 remains of the more 
than $100,000 in insurance death 
benefits Loretta Stonebraker re- 
ceived r her husband, Marion 
L. “Red”? Stonebraker, was 


murdered Feb. 24, 1984, according. 


to testimony given Monday by her 
daughter, Sue Kinderman, in 
Parke Circuit Court. 

Mrs. Stonebraker, on* trial for 
murder, is accused of hiring Helen 
“Big Helen” Williams and John C. 
Sigler to murder her husband so 
she could collect his insurance 
benefits. The victim was found shot 
to death in a rural Parke County 
hog lot. 

The insurance money, with the 
exception of $17,000, was given to 
Loretta Stonebraker’s children, 
Kinderman said. She said her 
mother spent $3,000 remodeling 
her bathroom and buying clothes 
for herself and an additional 


$14,000 was paid to defense at- 


Beer [> Aer cr 


‚for services and expenses. 


torney Stephen L. Trueblood’s f firm 


Last week Deanna Atterbury, 
Kinderman’s sister, said they 
signed their mother’s name to a 
$26,000 insurance check in 
September, after Loretta 
Stonebraker’s arrest, and cashed it 
at the Citizens State Bank in 
Cayuga. She said a week after it 
was cashed the insurance company 
asked that the check be returned. 

Kinderman said after the at- 
torney fees were paid the $12,000 
remaining had been used by her 
and her brothers and sister for 
living expenses. 

According to Kinderman, nër 
mother gave her $15,000, her 
brother Jay Stonebraker received 
$30,000, Deanna Atterbury was 
given $15,000. 

Stonebraker, who had only one 
child, Marion L. “Bud” Stonebraker 
Jr. from a previous marriage, was 
both stepfather and uncle to his 
wife’s children. His brother, Miles 
Sherman Stonebraker; was Loretta 
Stonebraker’s former husband and 
the father of her four children. 
There has been no mention of 
Stonebraker Jr. receiving any of 
his father’s insurance benefits. 

Testimony continues: at 9 am. 
today. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — The .22-caliber 
Hamilton bolt-action rifle which 
the prosecution contends was used 
to kill Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker 
will not fire as its intended to, an 
Indianapolis police officer said 
Tuesday during Loretta N. 
Stonebraker’s murder trial in 
Parke Circuit Court. 


Stonebraker is accused of hiring 
Helen “Big Helen” Williams and 
John C. Sigler to murder her 
husband, who was found shot to 
death in a hog lot near Lodi. 

. Last week, Leroy Hutts said that 
John C. Sigler owned the gun and 
took it to his fix-it shop to have the 
stock repaired. He said Sigler got 
the gun from the shop prior to Red 
Stonebraker’s murder. When 
, Sigler returned the firearm to the 


Aan a 


(An “ZS OC ha (ard ) + 
Weapon doesn’t work, fir 


shop, after Stonebraker was killed, 
the gun was damaged and a piece 
was missing from the bolt action, 
he said. 

Firearms Examiner Daniel Paul 
Koss, Indianapolis Police Depart- 
ment, said he had to hit the gun 
with a hammer to make it fire. He 
said the firing pin had possibly 
been beaten with something; the 
bullet-casing extractor was missing 
on the bolt; the end of the barrel 
was damaged; and the plunger was 
bent. Koss was unable to determine 
when the weapon had been 
damaged or how it was abused, he 
said. 

At no time did Koss, a defense 
witness, admit the gun could not 
have been the murder weapon. He 
said the bullet was “not fired from 
this particular firearm in it’s 
present condition.” 

In his opening statement, de- 
fense attorney Stephen L. 
Trueblood said Loretta 
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Stonebraker’s brother, Dennis 
er, was seen in the area the 

night Stonebraker was killed. He 
said Turner was a mental patient 
who had committed violent acts. 

Conflicting statements were 
given by three witnesses who 
testified to Turner’s whereabouts 
that night. Ron Peterson and Mike 
Keiger both said they were 
together repairing a truck when 
they saw Turner near the hog lot. 
Pansey Delores White, who is 
Turners and Mrs. Stonebraker’s 
mother, said her son spent the 
evening with her watching 
television. She said she had recent- 
ly signed papers to have him 
committed to a mental institution 
because she was afraid of him. 

White burst into tears as she 
spoke of her son’s problems. When 
she left the courtroom she patted 
her daughter’s back. 

Loretta Stonebraker turned 
toward her mother and very softly 
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earms expert says 


said, “I love you, Mom.” 

e jury was excused while 
Trueblood argued that witnesses 
should testify about their 
knowledge of the close relationship 
among Williams and her friends 
Rhea Pilinpeley and Jan Bush — 
both of whom are prosecution 
witnesses and self-described les- 
bians. 

Trueblood said he was trying to 
show bias and prejudice on the part 
of Billingsley and Bush because 
“these lesbians have an affinity for 
each other.” 

Parke Circuit Judge Earl Dowd 
said the continued testimony about 
their lifestyles would not be al- 
lowed, as they had admitted their 
sexual preferences and that further 
testimony about their private lives 
had no bearing on testimony re- 
lated to the murder. 


Testimony is scheduled to re- 
sume today at 9 a.m. today. 


LORETTA N. SFONEBRAKER ; 
Hears mofe testimony ` 


Bud. Stonebra 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — When Marion L. 
“Bud” Stonebraker Jr. was 11 
years old, he shot holes through 
cans, pretending they were his 
father. 

So, when he testified in the 
: tt . Stonebraker murder 
trial Wedn defense attorney 
Stephen L. Trueblood asked, “Did 
you kill your father?” 

“I did not,” Bud answered. 

Stonebraker was a scheduled 
witness Wednesday, but had to be 
served a subpoena when he failed 
to show up. 

When Bud was 11 years old he 
said he received a typed letter, 
stating his father, Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker, was disowning him. 
He said he later learned his 
father’s second wife, Eunice, had 


sent it to him. His frustration 
prompted him to shoot at| cans as 
if they were his father, he said. 

Bud, now 35, said he and his 
family spent every Friday with his 
father until he was murdered. He 
said the two of them had cut wood 
together and also walked and 

ked in the same area where the 
murder occurred. 

Both defense and prosecution 
witnesses have testified Bud was 
searching for his father when he 
learned he was dead. Bud said 
when police officers saw him and 
told him his father had been found, 
he got in his car and headed toward 
Loretta’s house. 

His uncle, Miles Stonebraker, 
Loretta’s first husband and the 
father of her four children, stopped 
him and told him his father’s Ba 
had been discovered at the hog lot. 

Stonebraker said he went to the 
murder scene, collected his father’s 
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personal belongings’and took them 
to his stepmother’s home. $ 

Witnesses were called to attack 
Bud’s credibility. 

Mike Atterbury, Loretta 
Stonebraker’s son-in-law, said he 
heard a conversation at the funeral 
home between Bud and his uncles. 
“They told Bud he shouldn’t settle 
for less than half [of the insurance 
money].” In a trade, about a month 
ago, William Dunavan Jr. got a .22- 
caliber rifle from Bud, said. 
Dunavan said Ed Kinderman, 
Loretta Stonebraker’s other son-in- 
law, got the gun. 

He said Kinderman told him he 
was turning it over to lawyers and 
they were checking it out. Bud 
wanted him to deny ever seeing the 
gun, Dunavan said. 

Bud Stonebraker told the court 
he hired an attorney to hold up 
settling his father’s estate because 
he suspected his stepmother was 


DO 


Vigo County Public Lil é 


— S 
ng father 
involved in his father’s murder. 
Bud Stonebraker told the jury he 
believed his father had $60,000 in 
insurance and that his father had 
indicated he was a beneficiary on 
some of the policies. He said his 
father could read and write “very 
little.” Last week, Loretta 
Stonebraker admitted she had 
filled out an insurance application 
for her husband for a $50,000 
policy and her daughter also ad- 
mitted her mother had signed 
Stonebraker’s name to a contract 
for a loan. y 
Loretta Stonebraker is charged 
with hiring Helen 2 Helen” 
Williams and John C. Sigler to 
murder her husband so she could 
collect his insurance benefits. Red 
Stonebraker was found shot to 
death Feb. 25, 1984. 
Both sides are expected to call 
rebuttal witnesses when court con- 
venes at 9 a.m. today. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Loretta N. 
Stonebraker’s murder trial is ex- 
pected to go to the jury at about 1 
p.m. today. 

The jury of seven women and five 
men from Putnam County will 


determine. the guilt or.innocence of 


Stonebraker, a Vermillion County 
woman who is the mother of four 
children. She is accused of hirin; 
Helen “Big Helen” Williams an 
John C. Sigler to kill her husband 
so she could collect his life-in- 
surance benefits. 

Marion Li “Red” 
Stonebraker was found shot to 
death Feb. 25, 1984, in a hog lot 


near Lodi. 


Conflicting testimony led 
Prosecutor James O. Hanner to 
recall four persons for rebuttal 
Thursday. 

Last week, correctional officer 
Rhea Billingsley, a former truck 
driver who is a key witness for the 
prosecution, told the court she was 
on her way to California when 
Stonebraker was killed. 

She said she left Cayuga at 10 
a.m. Feb. 24, 1984, and her father, 
Charles W. Billingsley, was in 
another truck which followed 
because that was her first cross- 
country trip. 

Loretta Stonebraker’s daughters 
and her son, Randy Stonebraker, 
testified Billingsley was at their 
mother’s home on the afternoon of 
Feb. 25, 1984. 

On Thursday, both Billingsley 
and her father submitted their fuel 
receipts from the California trip-to 
court. -The receipts are truck-stop 
printouts which show the date, 

2 á à 
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time, place and signature of thé 
person who purchased fuel. The 
first ticket dated Feb. 24, 1984, is 
from Effingham, Ill. A ticket dated 
Feb. 26, 1984, is from Barstow, 
Calif. 

The prosecutor asked Billingsley 
to sign her name above the 


ase 


signature which appeared on-her- 
receipts. He then passed the. 
tickets, which were entered as- 


- evidence; to the jury: 


Williams, the state’s star wit- 
ness, and Indiana State Police 
investigator Dan Clevenger refuted 
statements made by Tom Turner, 
the defendant’s brother, about the 
distance traveled and amount of 
time needed to complete the trip 
made by Williams, Sigler and Red 
Stonebraker the night of the kill- 
ing. 

Clevenger said he had Williams 
accompany him Saturday on that 
same route to establish the 
credibility of Williams’ story. The 
defense attorney said some of the 
roads were under water and the 
identical route could not have been 
followed. 

Clevenger said they had driven 
an extra 13 miles going around the 
flooded areas to ascertain the 
correct distance. He offered ‘to 
produce a videotape of the entire 
trip for the defense attorney. 

When defense attorney Stephen 
L. Trueblood said he had no 
surrebuttal witnesses, Parke 
Circuit Judge Earl Dowd dismissed 
court until 9 a.m. today. 

He said both the prosecution and 
the defense would be limited to'1%% 
hours for their closing arguments. 
A court source said she expected 
the judge to instruct the jury before 


` they were taken to lunch and their 


deliberations would probably begin 
at 1 or 1:30 p.m. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — It took a Parke 
Circuit Court jury a little more 
than two hours Friday to find 
Loretta N. Stonebraker guilty of 
having her husband murdered. 

The Vermillion County woman 
could be sentenced to 30 to 60 years 
in prison for each of two guilty 
verdicts — conspiracy to commit 
murder and aiding, inducing and 
causing the murder of her 
husband, Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker, Parke Circuit Judge 
Earl Dowd said Friday. 

Although Loretta Stonebraker 
remained composed while the 
verdicts were read, her daughters 
both burst into tears and her 
elderly mother, Pansey Delores 
White, wept and nearly collapsed. 

Sue Kinderman, Mrs. 
Stonebraker’s daughter, said the 
family would raise the money to 
appeal the decision. 

ury foreman Robert Wehrman, 
Greencastle, said it was a difficult 
case and refused further comment. 
Members of the jury refused to 
discuss how they had arrived at 
their decision. 

Red Stonebraker was found shot 
to death in a hog lot near Lodi on 
Feb. 25, 1984. 

“This case has never changed a 
bit. It’s Helen’s word against Loret- 
ta’s and everything else is window 
dressing,’ Parke County 

“Prosecutor James -Hanner . said 
after the verdict. 
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LORETTA STONEBRAKER 
Convicted by jury 


The prosecution’s star witness, 
Helen “Big Helen” Williams, con- 
fessed to plotting with Mrs. 
Stonebraker and John C. Sigler, 
whose trial is scheduled to begin 
Wednesday, to murder Red 
Stonebraker. 

Hanner said Williams was an 
eyewitness to the crime and that 
Loretta Stonebraker’s motive was 
the $242,000 in insurance benefits 
she stood to gain from her 
husband’s death. 

Defense attorney Stephen L. 
Trueblood attempted to discredit 
Williams’ testimony on her 
whereabouts the night the murder 
occurred. Defense witnesses said 
Williams and Sigler left with Red 
Stonebraker at 5 p.m. and returned 
at 7:15 p.m., after driving about 60 
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miles and murdering Red 
Stonebraker — all in two hours and 
fifteen minutes. 

“Impossible. It couldn’t have 
happened,” Trueblood said. 

Hanner argued that only three 
people knew what happened that 
night and Williams was the only 


one who would talk about it. He ` 


said testimony on time varied as 
much as an hour. 

“She’s not smart enough to lie,” 
he said of Williams. 

Williams, who testified she had a 
lesbian relationship with Mrs. 
Stonebraker, admitted she once 
loved Loretta. Hanner insinuated 
Loretta had used Williams’ affec- 
tions to get her to participate in the 
planning of the crime. — 

“Helen is more or less like a child 
and can be controlled like a puppet 
on a string,” Hanner told the jury. 

The defense maintained that 
Williams was lying because the 46 
witnesses they called to testify — 
a majority of whom were related to 
Mrs. Stonebraker — refuted her 
testimony. Trueblood said there 
were more than 20 conflicting 
statements made during the trial. 

Prosecution countered that de- 
fense attorneys had done nothing 
but throw up a smokescreen and 90 
percent of the witnesses who 
testified for Stonebraker were re- 
lated to her and benefited from her 
husband’s death. 

Outside the courtroom, after the 
verdict was announced, Hanner 
said, “Justice has been served.” 

Mrs. Stonebraker’s sentencing is 
scheduled for 1:15 p.m. March 26 in 
Parke Circuit Court. 
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By Patricia Par 1 3 1985 


Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker was murdered in a 
hog lot by John C. Sigler because 
his wife, convicted murderer. rloret 

e 


a aienshraken, believ 
ogs would devour the state’s 


star witness told a Parke County 
jury Tuesday. 

Sigler, a 21-year-old Parke Coun- 
ty man, is charged with murder 
and conspiracy to commit murder 
in connection with a murder-for- 
hire scheme that resulted in 
Stonebraker’s death. 

Helen “Big Helen” Williams, 
while on the stand, said on Feb. 13, 
1984, she and Sigler notified Mrs. 
Stonebraker that they would kill 
her husband for $3,000, which she 
had promised to pay them. She said 
Loretta arranged for her husband 
to go with her and Sigler on the 
pretense they would steal a pig. 

“She [Mrs. Stonebraker] told me 
that’s when he could be shot” 
because the pigs would eat his 
body, Williams said. She said 
Loretta set the date for Feb. 24, 
1984, and had her call Sigler to 
make sure he would be available. 

According to Williams, the night 
Stonebraker was murdered, he met 
her and Sigler ata designated area, 
parked his truck and got into 
Sigler’s vehicle, which was driven 
to the hog lot. She said Sigler, who 
had a .22 caliber rifle, and 
Stonebraker got out of the car and 
told her to “get lost” for 15-20 
minutes. 

She drove away and when she 


= Sink added 

Stonebraker's body was dis- 
covered by a farmer on Feb. 25, 
1984, in a Parke County hog lot 
near Lodi. 

Although Williams said Mrs, 
Stonebraker paid her $1,500 to kill 
her husband, it was love, not 
money, which motivated Williams 
to participate in the murder. Depu- 
ty prosecutor Clelland Hanner 
asked Williams why she became a 
co-conspirator in the murder. 
“Cause I fell in love with her 
[Loretta]”, she said. 

Williams testified that she had 
been gay since she was 9 years old. 
She admitted having a sexual 
relationship with Mrs. Stonebraker 
prior to her husband’s death while 
she was living in their home. 
Loretta not only promised her 
money to kill her husband but also 
said she could live with her and she 
would take care of her the rest of 
her life, Williams told the jury. She 
admitted Stonebraker was jealous 
of her relationship with his wife. 

Charges of murder and aiding 
and inducing and causing murder 
are pending against Williams. De- 
fense attorney Robert Alden 
argued Williams turned state’s 
evidence because she made an 
agreement with the prosecutor to 
plead guilty to a lesser offense. 

“Me and my attorney talked 
about 25 years,” Williams said. She 
said no plea-bargain agreement 
has been made between herself and 
the prosecutor. 

Williams is expected to onthe 
her testimony under cross-ex- 
amination at 9 a.m. today. 
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By Patricia: Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Loretta N. 
Stonebraker, 44, a Vermillion 
County mother of four, was 
sentenced Tuesday to 60 years in 

rison by Parke Circuit Judge Earl 

owd. 

A Parke County jury found 
Stonebraker guilty March 1 of 
conspiring with Helen “Big Helen” 
Williams and John C. Sigler to 
murder her husband, Marion L 
“Red” Stonebraker, and also of 
aiding, inducing and causing his 
murder. 

Dowd sentenced her to 50 years 
for the conspiracy count and 60 
years for aiding, inducing and 
causing murder, because of ag- 
gravating circumstances, he said. 
He said the sentences could be 
served at the same time, with 
credit for time in the Parke Count 
Jail while she was ataiting trial. 

The matter was premeditated 
and planned, even to the extent of 
a method to dispose of the body, 
and any reduced sentence would 
depreciate the seriousness of the 
crime, he said. 

Stonebraker, wearing a a white 
blouse and gray skirt, appeared 
calm throughout the Be anne 
and walked quietly to the jail after 

athe sentencing. 
a listened to comments from 
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LORETTA N. STONEBRAKER 
Hears term from judge 


defense attorney Stephen 
Trueblood before recommending 
Stonebraker be confined to the 
state Department of Correction. 
Prior to sentencing, Trueblood 
asked Dowd to be lenient with 
Stonebroker, citing mitigating 
circumstances. She had an un- 
usually difficult life and had strug- 
gled with poverty, sexual abuse 
and had reared her four children 
for 12 years a herself, he said. 
Arletta leming, Mrs. 


Stonebraker’s sister, tol d the court 


the five children and their parents 
had lived for one or two years in a 
tent in Cayuga until the father 
built a three-room house. She said 
Loretta was 12 when her father 
sexually molested her and she was 
sent to live with her grandmother. 

Loretta married Miles Sherman 
Stonebraker, the victim’s brother, 
when she was 15, and had four 
children, all in diapers by her 19th 
birthday, Fleming said. 

Fleming said she lived with her 
sister when she was without a 
home or means of support. They ate 
“water gravy three times a day, 
soup beans three times a day and 
macaroni three times a day until © 
she got commodities.” f 

Prosecutor James O. Hanner 
said, “The fact that she had a 
difficult life is no reason for her 
action.” He said Williams and 
convicted murderer John C. Sigler, 
who were also involved with the 
slaying, were “suckered into it” by 
Mrs. Stonebraker. 

Trueblood asked the court Tues- 
day to appoint an attorney to 
represent Stonebraker in her ap- 
peal. He said he had talked with 
her family and they could not 
afford counsel. 

Dowd appointed Trueblood as 
her a eal attorney. If Stonebraker 
should get additional monies from 
her assets then she is expected to 
reimburse the county for legal 
expenses, Doxd ‚said. 
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NEWPORT — Life-insurance 
policies for Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker: who was murdered 
Feb. 24, 1984, recently provided 
$31,574 to his son, Marion L. “Bud” 
Stonebraker, who is administrator 
of his father’s estate. 

Judge Don Darnell, Vermillion 
Circuit Court probate division, 
ordered Bud Stonebraker to de- 
posit the insurance money in the 
State Bank of Newport for a period 
of six months. 

On March 6, Stonebraker filed 
suit in Vermillion Circuit Court 
against six insurance companies, 


10 er Tae and two 


banks. He alleges he is his father’s 
only legal heir because his step- 
mother, Loretta N. Stonebraker, 
who is named in the suit, was 
convicted of murder in Parke 
Circuit Court on March 1. 
During Mrs. Stonebraker’s trial, 
Parke County Prosecutor James O. 
Hanner said Red Stonebraker's life 
was insured for more than 
$240,000 and his wife was the sole 
beneficiary named on each in- 
surance policy. He said the victim’s 
widow had collected approximatel: 
$100,000 from his insurance geat 
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benefits prior to her arrest. She 
admitted receiving the money but 
said nearly all of it had been given 
to her children and other family 
members. 


Mrs. Stonebraker is contesting 
the suit. Her attorney, Stephen 
Trueblood, Terre Haute, filed docu- 
ments which said she will appeal 
the jury's verdict, and if her appeal 
is successful, she will be heir of her 
husband's estate. 


A local insurance. agent, who 
requested his name not be re- 
vealed, said it was unusual for a 
factory worker 
Stonebraker to have that much life 
insurance. He said applications 


from most companies require dis- 
closure of how much life insurance 


is currently in effect prior to 
issuing another policy. 

Bud Stonebraker contends the 
proceeds from the insurance con- 


tracts are owed to him and the 
insurance funds which were paid to 


Mrs. Stonebraker were used to 
purchase real estate, mobile 
homes, motor vehicles and various 
items of personal property for her 


such as Red. 


and her relatives. He asks the court 
to order each defendant to return 
the money or the property. 
purchased with it to him. 

Stonebraker withdrew a suit 
against the American Health and 
Life Insurance Co. on March 29, 
after he had received payment on 
a policy. 


Darnell said he was hopeful the 
estate issues could be resolved 
within a year. 


Defendants named in the suit 
include: Loretta N Stonebraker, 
State Women's Prison, In- 


dianapolis; Susan Kinderman, 
Edward Kinderman, Herman J. 
Stonebraker, Sandra K. 
Stonebraker, Deanna R. Atterbury, 
John “Mike” Atterbury, Randy 
Stonebraker, Pansey Delores 
White and Tom Turner, all of 
Cayuga; Fountain Trust Co., 
Kingman; Citizens State Bank, 
Cayuga; Minnesota Mutual Life 
Insurance Co.; American Health & 
-Life Insurance Co.; American 
Bankers Insurance Group; General 
Motors Foundry Local 579 Credit ` 
Union, Danville, Ill.;, and’ 
Cumberland Life Insurance Co, 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


` ROCKVILLE — A Parke County 
deputy sheriff has dismissed ac- 
cusations that he communicated 
with jurors during Loretta N. 
rs murder tri; ir 
not do it. It’s not true,” Community ATTS 
investigator John Britton said of a 
motion filed recently by defense 
attorney Stephen Trueblood, Terre 
Haute, to correct legal errors in the 
case. 
_ The document alleged that Brit- 
ton invaded the sanctity of the jury 
by communicating directly with 
dual jurors after they had 
Ex sworn in during the trial. REFERENCE 
The jury convicted Stonebraker i wer: e 
March 1 of aiding, inducing and DO NOT CIRCULA 33 
causing murder and conspiracy to 
commit murder in connection with 
he death of her husband, Marion 
L. “Red” Stonebraker, who was was 
i Gund shot to death Feb. 25, 1984, 
* rural Parke County hog lot. 
Mrs. Stonebraker’s daughter, : 
anna Atterbury, said in an “~~ Se 
affidavit that she saw Britton ‚Vigo County Public Library 
speaking with individual jurors on A -_--0 
two occasions during the trial, and 
claimed Britton handed jurors a 


ah of paper in a courthouse 
w 


rs File 


lway. She was unable to say 

en the alleged acts occurred. 

A hearing into the matter is 
scheduled for 2 on June 24 in 
Parke Circuit | ourt, Trueblood 


said. “It’s an issue of aa the | 
jury iy proceda as affec by ex- 


ehr. James O. EF el 
declined ‘comment on t he matter. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


ROCKVILLE — A Vermillion County 
woman was arrested in Parke Circuit 
Court minutes after testifying Monday 
that a Parke County sheriffs deputy 
improperly communicated with jurors 
during her mother’s murder trial. 

Deanna Atterbury, 23, of Cayuga, 
who is convicted murderer Loretta N. 
Stonebraker’s daughter, is charged with 
perjury, a class D felony, in connection 
with her statement that she saw 
Sheriffs Deputy John Britton on two 
occasions converse with and hand a slip 
of paper to two jurors before a verdict 
was returned against Stonebraker. 

Atterbury was a key defense witness 


at a hearing Monday to correct errors in ` 


the case. Britton emphatically denied 
interfering with the jury, saying, “I did 
not.” 

Stonebraker’s attorney, Jessie Cook 
of Terre Haute, asked the deputy if he 
knew it was improper to talk to jurors. 
“I didn't do anythitig improper,” he 
answered. 

Prosecutor James O. Hanner said at 


Perjury charged 
Stonebraker’s daughter nabbed 
Ts JUL 24 1985 


his request Daniel West, probation 
officer, contacted each juror. Jurors said 
they neither conversed with a court 
officer during the trial nor had any slips 
of paper been passed to them, West 
testified. 

Immediately after Circuit Judge Earl 
Dowd overruled the motion to correct 
errors Sheriff Mike Eslinger arrested 
Atterbury, who was was taken to Parke 
County Jail. 

In an affidavit, West alleges At- 
terbury knowingly made false state- 
ments, under oath, about Britton com- 
municating with jurors during her 
mother’s trial. 

At about 2:45 p.m., Atterbury made 
her initial appearance in Parke Circuit 
Court. Her arraignment hearing on the 
perjury charge was continued because 
she told the judge she did not know if 
she could afford an attorney. 

The court will appoint an attorney if 
Atterbury is unable to provide her own 
counsel, Dowd said. He»set. bail “at 
$5,000, 10 percent payment allowed. 

If convicted as charged, Atterbury 
could be sentenced to four years in 
prison and fined $5,000. No date has 
been set for her next court appearence. 


„Family members angered 


ROCKVILLE — Deanna Stonebraker 
Atterbury’s relatives were surprised 
and angered after learning she was 
changed with perjury. 

“Those cops, those ... lousy cops,” an 
angry Jay Stonebraker, Atterbury’s 
brother, exclaimed as his sister, Sue 
Kinderman, and another family 
member restrained him. 

Sheriff Mike Eslinger told the family 
assembled outside the courtroom that 
he would not tolerate any outbursts or 
violence. 


“Someone else might get arrested,” he 
warned. 

Kinderman’s only concern was get- 
ting her sister released. “My mother is 
going back to prison upset because 
Deanna is in jail. They [law-enforce- 
ment officers] are going to get us one at 
a time because they don’t want us to get 
Mom out,” she said. 

Stonebraker is serving a 60-year 
sentence in the state women’s prison in 
Indianapolis. 
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Court For Sentence A Reductions 


Cri met 

Two women hides for 
their part in the murder of 
Marion “Red” Stonebraker in 
February of 1984, will be back 
in Parke Circuit Court this 
month. His body was found in 
a hogiot near Lodi with single 
gunshot wound to the head. 


Loretta StonebLake » the 
victim's wife, will appear in 
court Friday, October 25, 
asking that her sentence be 
reduced. She is represented by 
court-appointed Steve True- 
blood, who also defended her 
during her original trial. 

Wednesday, October 30, 
Helen Williams will be in 
court, also asking that her 
original sentence be reduced. 
She will not be represented by 
legal counsel, but rather will 
be representing herself. 

Such requests are part of the 
appeals process and may be 
submitted to the court after a 
defendant has served 180 days 
in prison, which both women 
have. 


Yet to make such a request 
is John Sigler, the third person 
convicted in the murder-for- 
hire scheme. Sigler, charged 
with the actual shooting of 
Stonebraker, was sentenced to 
60 years in prison for murder 
and 50 years for conspiracy to 
commit murder, to be served 


concurrently, that is, at the 
same time. 

Williams was originally 
charged with conspiracy to 
commit murder and of aiding, 
inducing, and causing a 
murder. In a plea bargain 
agreement submitted to the 
court last May, she entered a 
guilty plea to the charge of 
conspiracy to commit murder 
in return for the aiding, 
inducing ahd causing a murder 
charge being dropped. 


In a session which lasted 
less than ten minutes June 4, 
Parke Circuit Court Judge Ear! 
Dowd sentenced her to 25: 
years by doing ‘‘good time,” 
meaning she gets a one day 
reduction of sentence for every 
day she serves without 
problems. She could be free by 
the year 1997, when she would 
be 51 years old. 

At both sessions Williams 
told the! court that she 
understood the plea bargain 
agreement and was entering a 
guilty plea willingly and giving 
up her right to a trial. 

Stonebraker, after a 22-day 
jury trial, was found guilty of 
conspiracy to commit murder 
and aiding and inducing a 
murder. She was sentenced to 
50 years in Women’s Prison on 
the first charge and to 60 years 
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on the second, A be served 
concurrently. 

She could serve as few as 30 
years with the “good time!’ 
ruling. If so, she could be 
released in the year 2014, 
when she would be 74 years 
old. 

Stonebraker was in Parke 
Circuit Court July 15 on a 
motion to correct errors, also 
part of the appeal process, a 
motion denied by Judge 
Dowd. Part of the defense 
contentions during that hear- 
ing was that Parke County 
Sheriff Detective John Britton 
had violated the sanctity of the 
jury by illegally speaking to 
two jurors and handing one a 
note. H 

Those incidents were testi- 
fied to by Stonebraker’s 
daughter, Deanna Atterbury. 
The charge was denied by both 
Britton and Probation Officer 
Dan West. After the proceed- 
ing, Mrs. Aterbury was 
arrested at the courtroom door 
by Parke County Sheriff Mike 
Eslinger on a charge of 
perjury, lying in court while 
under oath, a Class D felony 
punishable by a jail sentence 
of up to four years. She was 
later released under a $5,000 
bond. No further court 
appearances have been sche- 
duled for her. 
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Dazmunit 
Is Denied By Judge Earl Dowd 


BY LARRY BEMIS 
SENTINEL EDITOR 

Loretta Stonebraker's re- 
quest for probation rather than 
the remainder of her jail term 
was denied by Parke Circuit 
Judge Earl Dowd Friday 
following a 15 minute hearing. 
Judge Dowd said to grant her 
request for sentence modifica- 
tion “would make a mockery 
of the severity of the crimes for 
which she was tried and 
convicted by the jury.” 

Stonebraker was convicted 
March 1 on charges of 
conspiracy to commit murder 
and aiding and inducing 
murder and was sentenced to 
serve concurrent terms of 50 to 
60 years, respectively. 

Also convicted in the death 
of Marion Leon ‘‘Red’’ Stone- 
braker of Cayuga in February 
of 1984 was John Sigler of 
Kingman. He was found guilty 
of murder and conspiracy to 
commit murder and sentenced 
to concurrent terms of 50 to 60 
years, respectively. 

The body of Marion Stone- 
braker was found February 25, 
1984 in a hog lot near Lodi with 
a single bullet wound to the 
head. Police arrested Mrs. 
Stonebraker the following 
September along with Sigler 
and Helen Williams. 

Mrs. Stonebraker’s attor- 
ney, Keith Schockmel. pre- 
sented arguments that Judge 
Dowd called ‘‘very persua- 
sive” and a petition with some 
100 names on it. The petition 
was introduced as evidence to 


Community Affairs File 


Affairs 


J support for mal, 
er’s request. Also introduced 
was a -report from her 
supervisor in the prison’s 
kitchen and one from her 
former employer. Johanna 
Wilson of Green Acres Truck 
Stop near Cayuga. 

Some two dozen spectators 
filed into the Parke Circuit 
Court room to hear arguments 
on the request. 


FIVE REASONS 


Schockmel’s case for the 
modification request outlined 
five reasons for jail time. He 
said the ‘‘generai deterrence” 
theory is that incarceration 
protects society from the 
criminal by locking up the 
criminal and hopefully show- 
ing other people that crime 
will result in jail sentences. 
The theory of “specific 
deterrence” states that incar- 
ceration will prevent the 
individual criminal from com- 
mitting any more crimes. 

Schockmel's third reason for 
jail time was punishment for 
the crime committed. He 
added that Stonebraker has 
already served some 14 
months in jail in Vigo and 
Parke counties before and 
during her trial, and now with 
the Department of Corrections 
following her conviction. 

“The purpose of the punish- 
ment has been served,” 
Schockmel said, noting that 


Stonebraker had lost ‘‘all her’ 


possessions” along with con- 
tacts with family and friends. 


obation Request 


Pencil jaye 
a naming his he reason, 
“protection of society," 
Schockmel added, ‘‘I don’t 
think Mrs. Stonebraker poses 
that threat to anyone in 
society." He introduced the 
letters and petition in support 
of his final reason for jail time, 
“rehabilitation.” 
“Loretta is aging quite 
quickly," Schockmel said of 


the 43-year-old Stonebraker. 


He added that even with good 
time credit, she faced a 
minimum of 30 years in prison. 
“The purposes of this 
incarceration have been serv 
ed.” 


STATE OPPOSES 


In presenting the state’s 
case against the petition for 
sentence modification, Prose- 
cutor James Hanner said the 
statute governing the con- 
spiracy charge prohibits the 
reduction of a murder sent- 
ence. “To modify this 
sentence would reflect badly 
on the legislature which 
enacted these laws.’’ Hanner 
noted that the case raised the 
question of “the value of a 
human life.” In asking the 
court to overrule Stonebrak- 
er’s request, Hanner said the 
value of life “is certainly worth 
more than that.” 

Stonebraker was whisked 
away from the court room and 
back to the Parke County Jail 
following the hearing. Several 
family members and friends 
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stood silently on the south 
steps of the» courthouse 
following her departure. - 

The “Red Stonebraker 
murder case will again occupy 
the Parke Circuit Court this 
Thursday when Helen Wil- 
liams will return to the court 
for a similar sentence modifi- 
cation hearing. Williams 
pleaded guilty to the charge of 
conspiracy to commit murder 
in a plea agreement with the 
court in which the second 
charge of aiding or inducing 
murder was dropped. She was 
sentenced to 25 years on the 
condition she maintain “good 
time” credit, which will 
reduce her sentence by one 
day for each ‘“‘good” day she 
serves. 

Williams will be represent-: 
ing herself at the hearing this 
Thursday. 

The request for sentence 
modification is a routine part 
of the appeals process and 
may be submitted to the court 
after the defendant has served 
180 days in prison. Mrs. 
Stonebraker still maintains her 
innocence. 


Stone braker, 


Loretra 
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upheld by Indiana Supreme Court < 


A Cayuga woman’s convi 
for paying for the murder of her 
husband were upheld Thursday by 
the Indiana Supreme Court. 

The court, in a 4-1 decision, 
rejected the appeal of ta 
Stonebraker, convicted of inducing 

urder and conspiracy to commit 
murder in the 1984 shooting death 
of her husband, Marion L. 
Stonebraker, 51. 

She was sentenced to concurrent 
60- and 50-year prison terms. The 
high court sent the case back to 
Parke Circuit Court for a technical 
correction in her sentencing state- 


& 9 Ahh but that will not change her 


jail term. 

Stonebraker was convicted of 
paying Helen Lee “Big Helen” 
Williams of Cayuga and John C. 
Sigler of Kingman $3,000 to kill 
her husband, who was shot to 
death Feb. 24, 1984. 

Sigler was later convicted of 
murder. Williams cooperated with 
prosecutors and testified against 
Stonebraker. 

The court rejected Stonebraker’s 
contention that she was subjected 
to double jeopardy by being con- 


victed of two offenses for one act. 

The offenses were separate, the 
court noted, pointing out that the 
inducing charge required that the 
murder be committed while the 
conspiracy charge required only 
that an overt act was committed to 
further the conspiracy. 

Each conviction had a set of facts 
to support it, the court said. 

The court also rejected her con- 
tentions she was denied the right 
to confront witnesses against her 
and denied effective help of 
counsel. 
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Firm paid wrong person, he says ET 


NEWPORT — A Parke County 
man who is heir to the estate of his 
murdered father is attempting to 
recover $51,000 in insurance 
benefits from the company that 
paid the claim to a woman later 
convicted of plotting to kill his 
father. 

A Vermillion County jury Tues- 
day heard testimony that Marion 
L. Stonebraker Jr. of Tangier is the 
only legal heir to Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebrakers estate, and the 
Cumberland Life Insurance Co. 
should not have paid a life-in- 
surance beneficiary to Loretta_N. 
Stonebraker. Mrs. Stonebraker 
an ers were convicted of 
plotting to kill Stonebraker. 

Parke County Sheriff's Detective 
John Britton and Indiana State 
Police Trooper Dan Clevenger 
testified Mrs. Stonebraker was a 
suspect after a March 1984 
pathology report indicated 


Stonebraker’s death was a 
homicide, not a suicide. 

Stonebraker was found shot to 
death Feb. 25, 1984, in a hog lot 
near Lodi. On Sept. 8, 1984, his 
wife, Loretta, her cousin, John 
Sigler, ard her lover, Helen “Big 
Helen” Williams, were arrested for 
his murder. 

Williams confessed of-a torrid 
love affair she had with Loretta 
Stonebraker and how she agreed to 
help involve Sigler with her lover’s 
murder-for-hire-scheme. Mrs. 
Stonebraker and Sigler are serving 
60-year prison sentences. 
Williams, the state’s star witness, 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to 
commit murder and was sentenced 
to 25 years in prison. 

Stonebraker’s attorney, Keith 
Johnson of Terre Haute, said the 
insurance company should not 
have paid Loretta 
July 24, 1984, when it knew her 
husband’s death was possibly a 
homicide. He said it paid the 
money while police were still 
conducting an investigation. 

Mrs. Stonebraker was the lone 


tonebraker on * 


beneficiary of the life-insurance 


. policy. Johnson told jurors that by 


having been a part of the murder 
scheme, Mrs. Stonebraker should 
not have received money from the 
insurance company. 

Fred Biesecker, the insurance 
company lawyer, corttends the 
money was rightfully paid to Mrs. 
Stonebraker because she had not 
been indicted or convicted of killing 
her husband prior to receiving the 
$51,000. Biesecker said the in- 
surance company should not have 
to pay the dead man’s son since the 
beneficiary of the policy has been 
paid. 

A former insurance staff at- 
torney, Elizabeth L. Phfier, ad- 
mitted she knew Stonebraker was 
either murdered or accidentally 
killed when she recommended the 
company pay the claim. 

Her written July 2, 1984, memo 
concerning this case said, “We have 
no firm reason for denying this 
claim. The police believe Mrs. 
Stonebreaker did not do the actual 
killing.” In that same document 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


: t 
she also said the police knew 
Stonebraker’s life-insurance 
policies totaled more than $100,000 
and believed that might be a 
motive for possible murder. if 

She said that police told her 
there were rumors that the victim 
planned to switch beneficiaries on 
his policy from his wife to his son 
and that “Mrs. Stonebraker’s les- 
bian girlfriend talked about killing 
Stonebraker, but police have been 
unable to document her involve- 
ment, if any, in the homicide.” t 

Clevenger testified he told Phifer 
that Mrs. Stonebraker was a 
suspect. Phifer said she told 
Clevenger during one of several 
telephone converstaions that the 
Cumberland Insurance Co. would 
pay Mrs. Stonebraker her claim 
even though she was a suSpect. - 

A jury of five women and one 
man will determine whether the 
insurance company acted prudent- 
ly in paying Mrs. Stonebraker or 
must pay the victim’s estate a like 
amount. Testimony continues 
today in Vermillion Circuit Court. 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


NEWPORT — Cumberland Life 
Insurance Co. of Texas, which paid 
$51,000 to a woman who plotted to 
murder her husband, must now 
pay the dead man’s son $63,240. 

A Vermillion County jury de- 
liberated less than an hour before 


awarding Marion L. Stonebreaker 
Jr..of Tangier $S1-D00-1n damages 
and 8-percent yearly interest on 
that amount. 

On July 24, 1984, the insurance 
company sent a $51,000 check to 
XLoretta__N._ _Stonehreaker, the 
piima beneficary of Marion 

.“Red” Stonebraker’s life-in- 
surance policy. Five weeks later, 
Sept. 8, she was among three 

ersons charged with her 

usband’s murder. _ 

Helen “Big Helen” Williams, 
Mrs. Stonebraker’s lover, told 
police Loretta planned how her 


husband would be killed in a hog 
lot and his body would be eaten by 
pigs. Williams also named John 
Sigler as the man who shot 
Stonebreaker. 

Joe Beardsley of Clinton, an 
attorney for the insurance com- 
pany, told jurors the victim’s wife 
wasn’t charged with a crime when 
she received the money. He said 
the company paid her in good faith 
and should not have to pay a claim 
twice. “Insurance companies aren't 
policemen and shouldn’t have to 
solve a crime.” 

Keith Johnson, a Terre Haute 
attorney who represented the son 
of the murdered man, said the 
victim’s estate is suing two other 
insurance companies that also paid 
Mrs. Stonebreaker while police 
were still investigating her 
husband’s murder. 

Mrs. Stonebreaker and Sigler are 
serving 60-year prison terms. 
Williams, through a plea bargain, 
was sentenced to 25 years for 
conspiracy to commit murder. 
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A victim Marion rion “Red” 
Stonebraker, Marion “Bud” 
Stonebr aker J Jr.. was awarded 
$63,240 in insurance benefits 
by a Vermillion County jury 
which decided last week that 
Cumberland Life Insurance 
Company of Texas should not 
have paid the benefits to 
Loretta Stonebraker, wife of 
the victim. 

The jury, composed of five 
women and a man, deliberated 
for about 45 minutes before 
reaching their decision in 
Vermillion Circuit Court at 
Newport Wednesday, March 
9. Testimony in the case had 
begun the day before. 

The Texas company was told 
it should pay Stonebraker the 
$51,000 in original benefits 
plus eight percent interest 
which amounted to $12,240. 

Stonebraker had previously 
received death benefits on his 
father’s life of $31,574 from 
one company plus $14,000 
from another. This brings his 
total insurance awards to 
$108,814. 

Red Stonebraker’s body was 
found February 25, 1984, in a 
hog lot near Lodi with a single 
bullet wound to the head. His 
life‘ was insured by five 
companies in 11 different 
policies for a total of $162,250. 

Loretta Stonebraker, the 
victim’s third wife, was the 
beneficiary of all the policies 
and had collected nearly 
$100,000 before being arrested 
in September of 1984 and 
charged with conspiring with 
and inducing John Sigler and 
Helen Williams to murder her 
husband in order to collect the 
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Mrs. Stonebraker was con- 
victed by a Parke County jury 
and later sentenced to 60 years 
in prison. That left Bud Stone- 
braker the only heir to his 
father’s estate. Under Indiana 
law, a beneficiary of an 
insurance policy cannot collect 
the proceeds if they are 
responsible for the death of 
the insured. 

Sigler was also convicted of 
committing the actual murder 
of Stonebraker and sentenced 
to 60 years in prison. 
Williams, through a plea 
bargain agreement, was sen- 
tenced to 25 years for 
conspiracy to commit murder. 

Five weeks before Mrs. 
Stonebraker was arrested, 
Cumberland Life sent her a 
$51,000 check as beneficiary. 
During the short trial, Stone- 
braker’s attorney, Keith John- 
son of Terre Haute, argued 
that Cumberland was in error 
in paying the proceeds to 
Loretta Stonebraker since they 
knew Red Stonebraker’s death 
was being treated as a possible 
homicide and police were still 
investigating the death. 

A former staff attorney for 
the insurance company, Eliza- 
beth L. Phfier, testified that 
she knew Stonebraker was 
either murdered or accidently 
killed at the time she 
recommended payment of the 
claim. A memo she had 
written on July 2, 1984, was 
produced which stated she felt 
the company had ‘“‘no firm 
reason” to deny the claim. She 
also wrote that the police 
believed Mrs. Stonebraker 
“did not actually kill her 
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husband,'’ but added that the 
police knew Stonebraker’s life 
was insured for over $100,000 
which might be a motive for 
murder. 

Indiana State Police Investi- 
gator Dan Clevenger testified 
that he had told Phfier Mrs. 
Stonebraker was a suspect in 
the case as did Parke County 
Sheriff Deputy John Britton. 

Attorney Fred Biesecker, 
representing the insurance 
company, said the benefits 
were correctiy paid to Mrs. 
Stonebraker because she had 
neither ‚been indicted nor 
convicted of killing her 
husband at the time. He also 
contended the company should 
not have to pay the benefits 
twice. Joe Beardsley, a Clinton 
attorney also representing 
Cumberland, claimed the 
company had ‘‘acted in good 
faith? when it paid the 
benefits to Red’s listed bene- 
ficiary, Loretta Stonebraker. 

Loretta Stonebraker also 
received another $59,000 in 
benefits from Rockford Life 
Insurance Company and A- 
merican Banker Assurance. 
Bud Stonebraker’s attorney 
said his client has also sued 
those companies to reclaim the 
money. The case involving 
Rockford “Life Insurance is 
scheduled for June while the 
trial involving American Bank- 
er Assurance will be heard in 
July. Both are scheduled in 
Vermillion Circuit Court. 

PREVIOUS PAYMENTS 

A little over a month after 
Loretta Stonebraker’s convic- 
tion, Bud Stonebraker receiv- 
ed $31,574.40 from American 
Health and Life Insurance 
in Iss ~ 


Company which had, until that 
time, not paid benefits to 
anyone. There was a check for 
$26,313.28 for one policy and 
$5,261.12 for another. 

In the summer of 1985, 
Stonebraker received $14,000 
in proceeds from policies on 
his father’s life issued by 
Minnesota Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company. One policy was 
for $4,000 and another for 
$10,000. Those policies were 


taken out by Red Stonebraker © ` 


in July of 1980 with his second 
wife Eunice listed as bene- 
ficiary, who preceded him in 
death. In February of 1984, 
Loretta Stonebraker, his third 
wife, was named beneficiary of 
the policy. 

Although Mrs. Stonebraker 
testified at her trial that she 
thought her husband had 
about $10,000 worth of insur- 
ance, evidence showed dif- 
ferently. There was a policy 
through General Motors Cor- 
poration, where he worked, 
which paid $41,250 for 
accidental death, from Cum- 
berland Life Insurance Com- 
pany there was the $51,000 
policy and he was insured for 
$14,000 through Minnesota 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
He had two policies, one for 
$25,000 and another for 
$5,000, 
Health and Life Insurance and 
with Rockford Life Insurance 
Company there were three 
$1,000 policies which paid 
double for accidental death for 
a total of $6,000, two $5,000 
policies for accidental death 
for a total of $10,000 and a 
$10,000 life insurance policy. 
Murder is considered ‘‘acci- 
dental death’ by most 
insurance companies. 
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Helen’ admits role in 


‘Bi 


By rank Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


Een IE He “Bi 
‚39, Cayuga, has 

H mitted she paid to take part 

in a murder-for-hire scheme that 


resulted in the death of Marion L. 


“Red” Stonebraker, 51, Cay 

Parke County Prosecutor . es. O. 

Hanner said Tuesday. 
Stonebraker’s body wi Sey in 


| a hog lot near Lodi on Feb. 25. 
“Officials first believed the man had 
committed suicide. They -learned 
after an autopsy that he had been 
shot in the back of the head. 


NOT CIRCULATE 


HELEN 


Williams and her friend, Loretta 
M. Stonebraker, 43, Cayuga, the 
victim’s wife, were charged Sept. 
10 in Parke Circuit Court with 
aiding and inducing and conspiracy 
to commit murder. John C. Sigler, 
21, Route 3, Kingman, rs. 
Stonebraker’s cousin, also was 
charged in. the incident. His 
charges include murder and con- 
spiracy to commit murder. Sigler 
and Stonebraker entered not-guilty 
pleas to the charges. | 

Hanner said Tuesday that 
Williams admitted, in a statement, 
that she was paid to take part in 
Stonebraker’s murder. He said she 
stated she was not at the scene 
when Stonebraker was: shot. 
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- Hanner said Williams would be 
a state witness against Sigler and 
Stonebraker. The prosecution has 
charged Sigler was hired by 
Stonebraker to kill her husband. 

The prosecutor may seek the 
death penalty for Sigler and 
Stonebraker. He said he had filed 

` the necessary papers to do so if the 
pair is convicted as charged. “Time 
will tell what direction I’m going to 
take,” Hanner said. 

The court appointed John 
Asbury as Williams’ attorney and 
her hearing has been continued. 
Asbury said he did not expect his 
client to appear in court again until 
October. 

A .22-caliber shell casing was 


Library 


Stonebra 


‘ki 


found by law-enforcement officials 
in the hog lot where Stonebraker 
was murdered. At the hearing, the 
sheriff testified that a .22-caliber 
rifle, believed to be the murder 
weapon, was obtained from Sigler 
by State Police Investigator Dan 


i Clevenger. 


According to Hanner, the bullet 
fragments taken from 
Stonebraker’s skull were “not even 
big enough to ID.” He speculated 
that the bullet fragmented. on 
im Pst, 

Sept 2. jierke County 
Sheriff ike Es er sa id in- 
surance money Pi e motive for 


Stonebraker’s murder. He, = 


Mrs. Stonebraker col ne 
on a couple RR u, 
had not been in EN Yong e 


A law-enforcement officer said 
Tuesday that Stonebraker had 
collected approximately $70,000 
from her husband’s insurance 
policies before she was arrested. 
The prosecutor would not comment 
on the amount of money involved in 
connection with the murder. 


Hanner said the attorneys for 
the suspects have filed a motion to 
produce evidence. He said Sigler 
and Stonebraker had also filed a 
motion for bail. 


The three are being confined in 
Parke County Jail without bail. 


“Big Helen’ slated to make 
er plea Tues 


= ROCKVILLE — Helen L. “Big 
Helen” Williams is expected to 
‚appear in Parke Circuit Court at 2 
p.m. Tuesday to enter a plea. 
illiams, 39, Cayuga, admitted 
she plotted with Loretta N. 
` Stonebraker and Stonebraker’s 
- cousin, John C. Sigler, in a murder- 
for-hire scheme which resulted in 
arion L, “Red” Stonebraker’s 
death. 
Stonebraker was found shot to 
path Feb. 25, 1984, near Lodi in 
rke County. 
After the trio was arrested 
September 7, 1984, Williams con- 
fessed to her part in the incident. 
She later turned state’s evidence 
testified against both Mrs. 
Stonebraker and Sigler. 
Guilty verdicts were returned 
ainst both Mrs. Stonebraker and 
Sigler. Mrs. Stonebraker is serving 
a 60-year sentence in the State 
Jomen’s Prison, Indianapolis, and 
Sigler is in the Parke County Jail 
a aiting sentencing. He is 
t 


d 
P 


8 hedule: o be sentenced in the 


“BIG HELEN” WILLIAMS 
eady to enter plea 
same courtroom at 1 p.m. May 15. 
Last month Williams’ court-ap- _ 
pointed attorney, John Asbury, 


y in kiln 


u 


said she was not represented by 
legal counsel when her confession 
was made and when she agreed to 
turn state’s evidence. He said he 
planned to discuss a plea-bargain 
agreement with Parke County 
Prosecutor James O. Hanner. 
Williams’ fate now depends upon 
the court. No agreements were 
made with the prosecutor prior to 
her testimony against Mrs. 


_ Stonebraker and Sigler, Hanner 


said. . 
During Sigler’s trial she said she 

had only discussed her case with 

Asbury. yi 
“If she 


were a more 


knowledgeable person she would 


have been represented by legal 
counsel, and they could have 


- agreed to a light sentence before 
s 


e confessed and agreed to be a 


~ witness for the prosecution,” a local 


attorney, who asked that his name 
not be revealed, said Friday. He 
said some persons who become 


state’s witnesses in criminal cases 


are guaranteed immunity. - - 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Community Affairs File 


‚Vigo County Public (brane 


SUA? 


Commu 


Williams expected. 
to take stand today 
i WM"; Nats (Ead 


By Patricia PastoMAR 1 2 1985 
Tribune-Star Correspondent ` 


`. ROCKVILLE — Helen “Big 
HeJen” Williams is expected to 
testify today in the murder trial of 
John C. Sigler, accused of killing 
his cousin’s husband for $1,500. 

Sigler, 21, Route 3, Kingman, is 
charged with murder and con- 
spiracy to commit murder in a 
murder-for-hire scheme that re- 
sulted in the death of Marion L. 
“Red” Stonebraker. Sigler, a former 
mudwrestler and carnival worker, 

lotted with convicted murderer 

oretta N. Stonebraker and 
Williams to kill Red Stonebraker, 
Prosecutor James O. Hanner told a 
jury of seven women and five men. 

Williams, who is the state’s star 
witness, has charges of murder and 
aiding, inducing and causing 
murder pending against her. She, 
Sigler and Loretta Stonebraker are 
the only persons involved in this 
case, Hanner said. 

“The states case is Helen 
Williams and the rest of the 
witnesses are like spokes in the 
hub of a wheel. They will attempt 
to corroborate Helen’s statement,” 


» attorney / Robert Alden 
said. He said the defense intends to 
counter testimony given by 
prosecution witnesses with equally 
credible testimony. “Sigler says he 
didn’t kill him [Stonebraker],” 
Alden said. 

In testimony Monday, Parke 
County Chief Deputy Mark Bridge 
said Stonebraker was lying face 
down with his palms up when 
police arrived. 

Bridge testified there were no 
drag marks near the body to 
indicate the body had been dragged 
into the hog lot. He said the body 
was stiff, cold and had abluish'tint. 

The defense argued that police 
did not secure the crime scene or 
attempt to re any of the 
physical evidence. Under cross- 
examination, Bridge and Sager 
admitted no attempt had been 
made to take fingerprints from the 
articles which were found near the 
body. The body temperature of the 
victim was not taken at the hog lot 
and persons other than law-en- 
forcement officals had access to the 
crime scene, they said. Bridge said 
Stonebraker’s son had gone 
through his father’s pants pockets 
and informed him that his father’s 
coin purse was missing. 


Big Helen William 


Ts MAYg 1985 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Helen “Big 
Helen” Williams asked in Parke 
Circuit Court on Tuesday that she 
be sentenced to a prison term of 25 
years. 

Through a plea negotiation, she 
entered a guilty plea to a con- 
spiracy to commit murder charge, 
guested the charge of aiding, 

ucing and causing murder be 
pisicred and requested the prison 


ETid e Earl Dowd told Williams 
that the agreement was not bind- 
ing upon the court. He said she 


ie be giving up the right to a 

trial-and also the right to an appeal 

if the agreement were accepted. 
If it is accepted, Williams could 


be released from prison in 12% ° 


years. She is scheduled to be 
sentenced in Parke Circuit Court 
at 10 a.m. June 4 

Dowd asked Williams, who 
neither reads nor writes well, 
whether the agreement had been 
read to her and whether she 
understood it. She answered yes to 
both questions. 

On Sept. 9, 1984, Williams 
confessed that she had conspired 
with Loretta N. Stonebraker and 
John C. Sigler to murder Marion L. 
“Red” Stonebraker. She also ad- 


LSUSONE y 


ams pleads guilty. 


and Sigler to kill Stonebraker. He 
was found shot to death in a rural 
Parke County hog lot on Feb. 25, 
1984. 

Although Williams was the key 
witness for the prosecution against 
both Mrs. Stonebraker and Sigler 
at their trials, no promises had 
been made by the prosecution, 
Parke County Prosecutor James O. 
Hanner said. 

He said the written plea agree- 
ment was completed Monday and 
signed Tuesday. 

The plea agreement was a dif- 
ficult decision. “It’s hard. She made 
the cases for us, but on the other 
hand she killed a man,” he said. 
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Big Helen relieved 
judge giye h 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE : “Tm so glad it’s 
over. Im ready to go and serve my 
time,” Helen “Big Helen” Williams, 
40, of Cayuga resident said after 
she was sentenced Monday in 
Parke Circuit Court to serve 25 
years in prison. 

Williams, dressed in a light-blue 
shirt, blue jeans and tennis shoes, 
appeared tired but relieved that 
her ordeal in court which began 
last fall is finally finished. 

Circuit Judge Earl Dowd ac- 
cepted a plea-bargain agreement 
eich was approved by Prosecutor 
James O. Hanner and Williams’ 
attorney, John Asbury. The judge 
dismissed the charge of aiding, 
inducing and causing murder and 
allowed Williams to plead guilty to 
a conspiracy-to-commit-murder 
charge. N 


tirminali (TRA) | ? s 
after hearing 
er 25-year prison term 


urn 


Family members and friends 
who were hopeful the court would 
accept the plea agreement sat 
uietly during 
the proceed- 
ings. Irene 
Peterson and 


mother and 
father, made 
their first ap- 
pearence at 
the courthouse — 
since their WILLIAMS > 
daughter was —Mrs. 
Peterson said her daughter had 
asked the family not to attend the 
previous trials when she testified. 

Williams, after being arrested 
Sept. 7, 1984, admitted her role in 
the murder-for-hire scheme result- 
ing in Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker’s death. 

Although no agreement was 


_ made with the prosecution, she was 
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the state’s star witness in separate 
trials against Stonebraker’s wife, 
Loretta, and her cousin John C. 
Sigler. 

Williams, who admitted she was 
Mrs. Stonebraker’s lesbian lover, 
told a torrid tale of how 
Stonebraker’s wife plotted with her 
and Sigler to kill Stonebraker and 
later paid them from his insurance 
death benefits. She said Sigler did 
the actual killing while she was 
riding around in a car. A hog lot 
was selected as the murder site by 
Mrs. Stonebraker because she 
believed the pigs would devour her 
husband’s body, she added. 

Stonebraker’s body was dis- 
covered Feb. 25, 1984 in a hog lot 
near Lodi. He was shot in the back 
of the head. 

Williams could be released from 
prison in less than 12 years. The 
judge said she is to be given credit 
for time already served prior to her 
sentencing. = 
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Visits \ with niece 


Helen Williams chats with here 5-year-old niece, 
- Williams, -during a visit, before sentencing © H N | 
_ connection ir in ‚the murder of Marion “Red” Stonebraker. - Mrs. Stonebraker would live _  See* Helen, Page AB 
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wishes time 


could reverse 


r E ang Be and be ne forever. + 
‚By Patricia Pastore ; - “Ioved her and I just wanted to 
Tribune-Star Correspondent’ - . . be with her,” she said. ` 

‘The Vermillion County mud 


I could back up time,” Helen into a nightmare a r Stonebraker 
Williams said Tuesday as she: Sat was discovered shot to death Feb. 
< ed and nervous `in* the‘ 25, 1984,.in a hog lot near Lodi. 
Parke. County Courthouse Law ‘Williams said Mrs. Stonebraker 


Minutes before, ` Parke. “Chea she believed the hogs would devour 
_ Judge Earl Dowd had sentenced . her husband’s body. -* | 
“Big Helen” to 25 years in prison. “I started drinking. a lot more 
She sat-with her parents and and I couldn’t sleep,” she said “My” 
friends, recalling events that led ‘ stomach hurt me all the time.” 
her to conspire to murder Mari Williams said her EA... ended 
L. “Red” Stonebraker. * ‘when ‘she eonfessed. > 
Arrested Sept. 7, 1984, Williams It was difficult for her to testify 
turned state’s evidence .and against her friends and it hurt-her 
testified against böth Loretta N.- to testify against Sigler, “she ‚said, 
Stonebraker, her lover, and John recalling ‘the trials. 
C. Sigler. She said: the terrible * ° “All I did was to tell the truth. I 
ee gnawed at her guts night and just wish it. hadn't happened. It 
day.. - was driving me’ crazy. She 
illiams talked frel about her {Mre.Stonebraker] taught me a 
love affair with Mrs. Stonebraker. -lesson the hard way, but now I carr 
Charlene She said she was led'to believe that face my sentence ih Sd way] = 
for her with Red out of the picture, she and $ 


ROCKVILLE —“Oh, God, I wish ` wrestler’s dream of turned. 


Library. r ‚gelertech the murder site because 


burden on my parents. I worship 
my family,” she said. 

Mrs. Stonebraker and her 
cousin, John C. Sigler, are serving 
60-year prison sentences for their 
parts in the murder. . 

Williams agreed with the Parke 
County prosecutor's assessment 
that Mrs. Stonebraker controlled 
her. “I was suckered into it. She or 
nobody else will ever use me 
again,” she said, her voice trailing 


Honesty, dependability and 
loyalty are assets ascribed to 

liams by her family, friends and 
Cayuga residents. 

Her parents, Irene Peterson and 
Everett Williams, described her as 
a good daughter, loyal to her 
family. “She never lied to us, even 
if she knew she was going to get 
into trouble for telling the truth,” 
her mother said. 

She described her daughter as an 
outdoor person who, as a child, 
loved to go horseback riding and 
play ball. Schoolwork and 

ousework were not her strong 
points, her mother said. 

Williams quit school when she 
was 16. By her own admission, 
Williams neither reads nor writes 
well. 

Mary Norman of Cayuga said 
Williams was generous to a fault. 
“Helen liked to help people. She 
would give you her last penny or 
the shirt off her back if she thought 
you needed it.” 

Joe Daniels, Cayuga Town Board 
member, said Williams was a hard 
worker and befriended him and his 
wife when they came to town from 
Indianapolis five years ago. 


oon wy ty 


the ditch digging and the heavy 
work. He said no other worker 
could keep up with her on the job. 
“When she was out of work she'd 
ask you about a job but she’d never 
ask you for a penny,” he recalled. 

Daniels recalled an occasion 
when Williams carried gallons of 
drinking water to an elderly 
woman whose water line had burst. 
“She was as good as gold. You can 
go far and wide and you won't find 
many people who will say anything 
bad about her,” he said. 

People who know Williams are 
sympathetic and willing to 
welcome her back to the communi- 
ty when she gets out of prison, he 
added. 

On Monday, she will be 
transported to the State Women’s 
Prison in Indianapolis, where Mrs. 
Stonebraker is serving her 
sentence. 

“If there is any trouble, it will be 
on her part, not mine,” she said of 
her former lover. 

Williams isn’t BE any 
problems, but hopes to work, do her 
time and try to get a better 
education. “The sentence was 
about as fair as I could ask for,” 
Williams said. In 12 years she 
hopes to be released from prison, 
muu to Cayuga and start a new 
ife. 

Today will be the last time 
Williams’ mother and father will 
visit her in the Parke County Jail. 
She said being away from her 
family will be the most difficult 
part of imprisonment. 

“Pm hoping to find a ride up 
there from time to time,” Mrs. 
Peterson said. It will be difficult for 
her parents to visit her in In- 

ianapolis. 

Charlene Williams, her 5-year- 
ld niece, was dwarfed by the 6- 

ot, 275-pound woman. 

Helen’s blue eye’s sparkled and 
he smiled as she picked up the 
hild and gently hugged her. 

“Give me a kiss. This will be the 
last time I see you for a while.” 
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Security tight 
for Williams’ 
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By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ROCKVILLE — Helen L. “Big 
Helen” Williams nded 
-by police -as "She made her way 
Thursday into the Parke Circuit 
Courtroom for a hearing on her 
request for a reduced sentence. 

Prosecutor James O. Hanner 
said Williams was being closely 
guarded because of a threat 
against her life. 

Sheriff Mike Eslinger said, 
“Generally, a threat is just a 
threat, but this has been such an 
emotional deal that we didn’t want 
to take any chances.” 

The prosecutor said Williams’ 
testimony in both Loretta N. 
Stonebraker and John C. Sigler’s 
murder trials was decisive in 
convicting them. 

Williams testified that 
Stonebraker conspired with her 
and Sigler to murder Stonebraker’s 
husband, Marion L. “Red” 
Stonebraker. She said Sigler shot 
him. Both Stonebraker and” Sigler 
were sentenced to 60 years in 
prison. ~ 4 


After their trials, through a plea- 
bargain agreement, Williams 
pleaded guilty and was sentenced 
to 25 years in prison. 

Williams said her prison work 
record was good and that she has 
changed since partieipating in the 
slaying 

“I Trealize I made a bad mistake,” 
she said. 

Judge Earl Dowd said records he 
requested from the Indiana State 
Women’s Prison in Indianapolis 
where Williams is housed have not 
yet arrived. He said his decision on 
reducing sentence will not be made 
until he examines those records. 

The prosecutor made no recom- 
mendation on Williams’ requests. 
He said she made an agreement 
with the court and that agreement 
was accepted. 

“A bargain is a bargain,” Hanner 
pera emphatically. 

Williams testified Thursday, 
pals er and four deputies posi- 
Gone throughout the courtroom 
the 43 spectators attend- 

the hearing. 

ast week Do ae 
Stonebraker’s request for areduced 
sentence. K 
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ROCKVILLE — Helen “Big 
Helen” -Williams’s request for a 
reduced sentence was turned down 
last week in Parke Circuit Court. 

Judge Earl Dowd said his de- 
cision was based on the seriousness 
of the crime Williams committed. 

Williams, through a plea-bargain 
agreement, was sentenced to 25 
years in prison for conspiring to 
commit murder. 

Marion L. “Red” Stonebraker 
was found shot to death in a hog lot 
near Lodi on Feb. 25, 1984. His 
wife Loretta N. Stonebraker and 
John C. Sigler stood trial for his 
death. 

Williams was the prosecution’s 
key witness at Mrs. Stonebraker’s 
and Sigler's trials. They were each 
sentenced to 60 years in prison. 

Prosecutor James O. Hanner 
said because Williams pled guilty 
without a trial, every six months 
she may request a hearing to 
raodify her sentence. 

He agreed with the judge’s 
‘decision to overrule the woman’s 
request for a reduced prison term. 
He said they made a deal and “a 
bargain is a bargain.” 
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